
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Prayer Ministry System 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  



 

1 

 
  



 

2 

An equipped Prayer Ministry Team is important at Christ Fellowship Church. 
 
 
A Spirit-led, prepared prayer ministry team member is able to impart God’s unconditional 
love, help a person encounter God, bring encouragement, and give hope in the lives of 
others.  You become a conduit of God’s love and power for His people when you 
minister prayer based upon the promises secured by the New Covenant.  This ministry 
system will help you become more familiar with many of the promises and enable you to 
pray accurately and confidently as you yield to Holy Spirit. 
 

II Corinthians 3:4-6 And we have such trust through Christ toward God. Not that 
we are sufficient of ourselves to think of anything as being from ourselves, but our 
sufficiency is from God, who also made us sufficient as ministers of the new 
covenant, not of the letter but of the Spirit; for the letter kills, but the Spirit gives life. 

 
Thayer’s Greek Lexicon defines the noun, ‘minister’ as, “one who executes the 
commands of another; an attendant rendering service to which one is devoted; a servant 
or minister in the context of a sacred service.”  From The Strong’s Concordance, we 
have (G1249) diakonos: a servant or minister.  And further, a servant in his activity for 
the work at hand. 
 
It is important that we recognize our role in the context of serving The LORD as we serve 
or minister to others.  Our heart posture is literally one of a Prayer Servant.   
 
 
 
Goals of the Prayer Ministry Team 
 

• Provide a comfortable, safe, and secure atmosphere by conveying a pleasant 
demeanor and a professional appearance. 

• Seek to discover the person’s need, doing so with gentleness, tact, and respect 
while never pushing for details. 

• Be specific in prayer with each individual, while displaying a sincere desire to 
intercede. 

• Share the assurance of God’s love for those seeking prayer and minister in such a 
way that brings peace, clarity, and encouragement.  

 
 
Five truths around which our ministry concept is built: 
 

• Jesus is our role-model. 
o God revealed His will through the life and ministry of Jesus.  We recognize 

Jesus’ relationship with Father as our mandate to minister in cooperation 
with Him. 



 

3 

• God is faithful to His promises.   
o His Word is His Will.  When we minister the prayer of faith, regardless of 

the immediate results, we know He is faithful and just to perform His Word. 
• Every answered prayer is a supernatural event.   

o There are no exceptions.  This is an interchange that is holy and precious 
and God-breathed.  

• You are an eternal dwelling place for the Holy Spirit.   
o You house the Spirit of God.  This truth is our assurance that Holy Spirit 

will use the believer as a conduit to touch others wherever they minister. 
• Our responsibility to The LORD and our team-mates is to be prepared.   

o We will spend adequate time in prayer and in worship preparing ourselves 
before we minister to others.  We will remain teachable and yielded to The 
LORD.  We will make a genuine effort to study His Word and His ways so 
that we can minister confidently in cooperation with His Spirit. 
 
 

Qualifications of Prayer Ministers who serve as Altar Service Team Members  
 
Altar Service Team Members must be approved by CFC Executive Leadership.   
 
Christ Fellowship Altar Service Team Members must: 
 

• Live a godly life as a representative of Jesus Christ.  “We are therefore Christ's 
ambassadors, as though God were making His appeal through us...”  II Cor. 5:20.  

• Be a Covenant Partner of Christ Fellowship Church.  
• Attend worship services at CFC on a consistent basis. 
• Attend at least one corporate prayer service on a weekly basis. 
• Have a heart for altar ministry. 
• Be willing to serve within a team concept.  
• Be willing to attend scheduled training sessions for instruction.  
• Be willing to read books/materials suggested by Executive Leadership as a part of 

ongoing training.  
• Approach the altar ministry with a prepared heart having spent adequate time in 

prayer prior to ministering.  In other words, come to the altar ready in heart! 
 
Anyone desiring to be a member of the Altar Service Team must be seasoned adults 
with a complete understanding of the CFC Prayer Ministry system as explained in this 
manual and willing to comply with the guidelines set forth.  Prayer Ministers who serve 
on other CFC ministry teams shall consider this system as the foundation and standard 
for ministry, whether in-house, participating in evangelical or local missions efforts, or 
any other CFC ministry event or purpose. 
 
Most Important:  Prayer Ministers must realize the significance of their role.   
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Those coming to you for prayer are coming to you confident that you know what you are 
doing.  This is not the time to give your opinion, “hope” you are saying the right thing, 
stumble in sharing the Word, or take their situation lightly.  Holy Spirit has opened their 
heart to receive from Him.  He has situated you at that point in time.  You may only have 
this one chance to make a difference in a person’s life.  They are placing their situation 
into your hands and trusting you to help them to the best of your ability.  It is your job to 
point them to Jesus and share the hope He gives based on His promises.   
 
 
Character of Altar Service Team Members 
 
The character of an Altar Team Member is: 
 
* One who is born again and has a fresh, daily walk with Jesus Christ 
* One who continually seeks to be filled with the Holy Spirit  
* One who is in pursuit of personally knowing Jesus on a deeper level 
* One who displays humility, is teachable and understands biblical authority  
* One who is cooperative with leadership and other team members 
* One who will err on the side of grace rather than judgment 
* One who knows their identity in Christ; who is confident in their identity in Christ rather 

than gifts, talents, education, or abilities 
* One who takes frequent inventory of their own life; one who knows when to ‘pull back’ 

from ministering at the altar until they are spiritually healthy themselves 
* One who is willing to receive ministry as well as administer it  
 
 
 
Etiquette for Altar Service Ministry  
 
The person receiving prayer will be referred to from this point on as the ‘recipient.’ 
 
1. The Altar Service Ministry Team will consist of prayer ministers, catchers, and a lead 

prayer minister, along with all pastoral staff present in a service. 
 

2. Each team member will be provided with guidelines that detail the prayer model to be 
followed at Christ Fellowship.  
 

3. Altar services are ministered in full view of the congregation.  Members should wear 
modest, neat apparel reflective of a standard of excellence.  Please avoid shorts, etc.  

 
4. Each team member will receive a Prayer Ministry Team lanyard.  Please have your 

lanyard with you at every service.  Please be prepared to minister at every service.   
 



 

5 

5. When a Pastor or Guest Speaker asks the Altar Ministry Team to come to the altar 
area to prepare to minister, please line up across the front facing the congregation.   

 
6. When possible, work in teams of two.  Male/male.  Female/female.  Husband/wife.  

HINT: Avoid “the swarm.”  More than two people praying for a recipient can be 
overwhelming and confusing.   

 
We generally utilize a prayer-partner approach.  Each team should communicate 
before the Sunday service to determine who will take the lead at the altar.  One prayer 
minister is to take the lead (see #11).  The supporting minister is there for SUPPORT.   
 
The lead minister should introduce himself/herself and the supporting minister to the 
recipient. 
 
The supporting minister stands to the side or behind the recipient and remains silent.  
The supporting minister may (and is encouraged) to pray in the spirit very quietly.  At 
no time should the supporting minister “take over” the ministry time by praying out 
loud, over vocalizing, or interrupting the prayer time.  If the lead minister invites the 
supporting minister to assist with prayer or take the lead position, the supporting 
minister may do so. 

 
The supporting minister may gently place two to three fingers on the upper back of the 
recipient between the shoulder blades.  With this gesture, you are simply letting the 
person know, “I am here supporting you.” 
 
If a recipient is overcome by the Holy Spirit, it is the responsibility of the supporting 
minister to ensure that the recipient is covered with a cloth for comfort and modesty.  
A team member will be assigned the responsibility of distributing cloths during each 
altar ministry service. 
 
The supporting minister should take notice of the closest Catcher/Service Team 
member in case assistance is needed (see page 11).  Catchers should remain alert 
for situations that require their involvement and move quickly to assist. 

 
9. Avoid flavored foods or drinks (especially coffee) before ministering.  Use breath mints 

or minted gum throughout the service and especially before approaching the altar for 
ministry. 
 

10. A prayer minister should minister only to those of the same gender.  If a person of  
    the opposite gender approaches you, escort the recipient to a prayer minister of     
    the same gender as the recipient. 
 

11. If a husband/wife team is ministering together, the gender of the recipient will     
    determine if the husband or the wife will take the lead. 
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12. Always ask permission before touching the recipient when you pray for them. 
   

“May I take your hand while I pray for you?”   
 
“May I touch your forehead while I pray for you?” 
 
Touch can be reassuring and comforting to some.  However, for others, such as 
abuse victims, it can be offensive or cause fear.  The prayer minister must be 
sensitive to this truth.   
 
Never touch in an inappropriate area.  Limit contact to the hand(s), the forehead, 
the shoulder, or the bicep.  Do not touch in an inappropriate manner - no rubbing, 
caressing, massaging, etc.  Be aware that the entire congregation has full view and 
will take any and all liberties to interpret (or misinterpret) anything they observe at 
the altar. 

 
13. Do not push the recipient or even give the appearance of doing so.  This is   

     offensive and may cause people to grow resistant to a true touch from God. 
 

14. Volume control is essential.  Speak softly and quietly or at least in a normal  
     speaking tone.  Never yell or scream.  If the music is too loud, simply lean into the  
     ear of the recipient and speak at a normal level. 
 

15. Stay completely focused on the person receiving ministry.  Stand face to face with  
     the person and use eye contact if possible as you give encouragement and  
     instructions.  
 

16. Keep your eyes open when praying for a recipient.  Be alert to signals that the Holy  
    Spirit is impacting the recipient.  Also, be aware of your surroundings. 
 

17. Watch for ‘spacing’ at the altar.  Be sure there is adequate space between ministry  
     teams so you can communicate with and hear your recipient.  If you are too close  
     to another ministry team, relocate.  Confidentiality may be compromised when  
     team members minister too close to one another. 

 
18. Remain calm and still while in prayer. Refrain from unnecessary movement or  

     motion. 
 
19. Pastoral staff will be available to give assistance during ministry time if needed.   
 
20. If a speaker/minister is giving corporate instructions or leading prayer from the  

    platform during ministry time, prayer ministers should refrain from praying with the  
    recipients while the minister is speaking or praying.   
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For example, the senior pastor may give a general altar call and say something like:  
“If you are struggling with something in your life and you want to surrender it to the Lord, 
come to the altar for prayer.”  When the recipients approach the altar, the senior pastor 
may then (1) instruct the prayer ministers to pray with the recipients individually or, (2) 
pray a corporate prayer over the entire group of recipients.  If the pastor prays over all 
the recipients at one time, the prayer ministers should remain silent during his/her 
prayer.  The prayer minister will, in essence, take the supporting minister role.  Do not go 
off course from the leading of the pastor.  However, after the pastor prays, be ready to 
answer any questions or offer encouragement or additional specific prayer.  You might 
say something like, “Do you have any other needs today?” 
 
21. During the altar call, pay close attention to the instructions from the speaker.   

    The pastor/speaker may instruct prayer ministers to move to the altar area first.   
 Or, he/she may ask the prayer ministers to come after the recipients have come to 
 the altar.  Either way, please be prompt to move when instructed.  Do not hesitate 
 to “match up” with a recipient.  A recipient should not remain at the altar alone for 
 an extended time. 

 
 
 
General Guidelines for CFC Altar Service Ministry 
 
COUNSELING  
Ministry time at the altar is NOT a counseling session.  Prayer ministers are not to give 
advice or counsel a recipient outside of simply reminding the recipient of the promises of 
God.  A prayer minister should remain as neutral as possible in a prayer situation, 
refraining from giving advice, agreeing with or disagreeing with a recipient about their 
situation, or giving counsel to the recipient.  Our goal is for the recipient to have a 
supernatural encounter with God, not to receive our advice.   
 
CONFIDENTIALITY  
There must always be complete confidentiality between the prayer minister(s) and the 
recipient.  Everything shared by the recipient is private and must not be shared with 
others.  If the prayer minister is faced with a potentially threatening or dangerous 
situation or information, he/she is to relay the information to executive leadership in a 
private setting after the ministry time (sooner, if needed). 
 
GETTING STARTED 
When a recipient approaches a ministry team member for prayer, the lead prayer 
minister should begin by saying, “Hello, my name is __________ and this is ________ 
(supporting minister).  What is your name?  How can I (we) pray for you today?”  From 
that point on, the prayer minister should refer to the recipient by name if at all possible.   
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Do not ask personal, probing, or unnecessary questions during the prayer time.  Ask 
questions only when you need clarity to understand the recipient’s request.   
 
If you sense the recipient would be more comfortable sitting down, please direct them 
appropriately. 
 
SET BOUNDARIES 
In general, you should not spend more than a few minutes talking to a recipient before 
you pray for them during an altar service.  A total of about 6-8 minutes is the norm for 
prayer at the altar.  (More time will likely be needed when ministering in public.) 
 
LISTEN 
When a recipient shares his/her prayer request, LISTEN attentively.  Also, you can learn 
a lot by “listening with your spirit.”  Observe facial expressions, body language, and 
hesitation.  Be sensitive to their tone of voice and eye contact (or lack of it). 
 
THE BASIS IS LOVE 
Always show love and acceptance when praying for a recipient.  This is a basic need in 
everyone and many do not feel loved or accepted by God or others.  Genuinely express 
care and concern for the recipient.  Do not treat them as a ‘case’ or as a ‘condition.’  
Stay in the moment. 
 
RESPECT 
Treat every recipient with respect.  Protect the person and create a safe atmosphere for 
vulnerability by offering the utmost respect to the recipient. 
 
BE A BLESSING 
Always offer mercy and compassion.  Your goal is to bring edification, exhortation, 
comfort, healing, and liberty to the recipient.  Never add guilt or condemnation to a 
person.  Assure the recipient of God’s love, forgiveness, and acceptance.   
 
EVERYONE IS DIFFERENT 
Every prayer situation will be different because every person is different.  Remember, 
the recipient is an individual and God deals with us as individuals.  Be prepared to 
modify your ministry methods as necessary and rely solely on Holy Spirit as He leads 
you to minister to every individual.  
 
A HOUSE 
See the recipient as a house.  When people come to you for prayer, they are inviting you 
into their personal space: their finances, their fears, their failures, their family, etc.  Leave 
your shoes at the door and walk gently.  This image will help you maintain healthy 
boundaries and a compassionate attitude as you pray for them. 
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PRAYING IN THE SPIRIT (the use of your private prayer language) 
The lead prayer minister should always pray in English first (“with understanding,”  
I Corinthians 14:15).  Then, as prompted by Holy Spirit, the lead prayer minister should 
inform the recipient, “Now I am going to pray in my prayer language,” and proceed to do 
so.  The supporting prayer minister should not pray in tongues out loud.   
 
Encourage the recipient not to pray while you are praying for them, but to simply receive.   
 
CHILDREN/YOUTH 
If a teenager approaches the altar, a trained member of the youth leadership team 
should minister to the recipient.  If a child approaches the altar, a designated J-Town 
leader should respond.  However, if none of these individuals are available, our normal 
guidelines will prevail.  Always minister to a minor in view of or in the presence of their 
parent or guardian. 
 
GOD IS OUR FOCUS 
By praying the Father’s heart we will avoid ministering out of our own flesh, strengths, 
opinions, or experiences.  Hurting people need to connect with God.  Sick people need 
to be touched and healed by God.  No one can care for people like God.  By directing 
the recipient’s focus toward God in prayer, their faith will be focused on Him. 
 
 
EMERGENCY AND CRISIS SITUATIONS 
An emergency or crisis situation is one in which there is a threat of harm to oneself or 
another such as:  
 

•  Threat of suicide 
•  Spousal abuse 
•  Child abuse 
•  Elderly abuse 
•  Sexual assault 
•  Physical assault 
•  Criminal activity 
•  Threat of abortion 

 
If you encounter any of these situations or any others indicating a threat of harm to self 
or others, immediately notify a member of the executive staff.  While acting immediately, 
use a calm demeanor and maintain discretion.  Seat the person and ask if they would 
please wait for a member of the pastoral staff team to speak with them. 
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The A-B-C’s OF PRAYER MINISTRY 
After ministering prayer at the altar (or otherwise), prayer ministers should seek the Lord 
in cleansing, protection, and release for themselves.  A simple way to remember how to 
pray through these areas is as follows: 
 

• A - ATTACHMENTS.   “Lord, if any inappropriate or dangerous attachments have 
been formed toward me, please sever them now.” 

• B - BURDENS.   “Lord, if any burdens have been wrongly assumed, please take 
them now.” 

• C - CURSES.   “Lord, if any curses have been spoken, please break them now.” 
• D - DEFILEMENT.   “Lord, if any defilement has occurred, please cleanse me of it.” 
• E, F, G -   “Lord, grant me ENCOURAGEMENT, FAITH, and GRACE in my life so 

that I may continue to minister to others.” 
• H - HOLY SPIRIT.   “Jesus, fill me fresh and anew with the Holy Spirit.  Baptize me 

again in Your power and love.” 
 
A SAMPLE CLEANSING PRAYER 
 
“Father, I am Your child.  I have been cleansed and made whole by the blood of Jesus.  I 
am in Christ and have access to all the benefits and provisions of the Blood Covenant.  I 
am under Your Lordship and protection.  I submit to Your love and authority and 
purposes for my life.  
 
Please forgive me for any sin, known or unknown, that would create an opening for the 
enemy.  Please make me aware of any rebellion or resistance I harbor toward You or 
Your word and cleanse me of all unrighteousness.   
 
Please cleanse me from any source of demonic defilement of my spirit, soul, or body.  
Please close all entryways into my spirit, soul, or body.  Please sever all demonic 
attachments, transferences, unhealthy soul ties, burdens, or bondages.  I receive Your 
cleansing power right now in the name of my LORD Jesus.   
 
Father, I have been delivered from the power of darkness and transferred into the 
kingdom of Your dear Son.  Thank You, Father, for legal kingdom authority as Your 
child.  I stand firm and refuse to relinquish my rights or my authority to the enemy!   
 
I declare and decree:  I am submitted to God only.  I command all unclean spirits to flee!  
I reject every lie and every false work made against me, my family, and this 
congregation.  In the name of Jesus, I reject and resist every unclean spirit or power of 
any unclean object or agent sent by the enemy.  In the name of Jesus - I break the 
power of any soulish prayer, ritual, curse, hex, incantation or spell performed or prayed 
against me, my family or anyone that I love.  In the name of Jesus - I resist all powers of 
darkness and in the name of Jesus, I forbid any harassment, intimidation, or retaliation.   
 
In Jesus’ Name I pray and decree.  Amen.”  
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Catchers:  for those “Behind the Plate” 
 
The role of the ‘catcher’ is to be available to help someone gently to the floor or onto a 
chair if they are overcome by Holy Spirit’s power.  A catcher is usually not the supporting 
prayer minister, but a different individual that is appointed to assist recipients in this 
manner.  See the Catcher Team System for details and training. 
 
The role of the catcher is not to “co-pray” or to be involved in the praying process other 
than the silent prayer of agreement.  
 

When preparing to catch someone, position yourself to the side of the supporting 
minister.  A catcher should not touch the recipient unless it is apparent the recipient 
needs assistance and physical support.   

 
Keep your elbows close to your side when assisting a recipient to the floor or onto a 
chair.  Gently guide the recipient back, bracing yourself with one foot in front of you.  
You should hold the recipient by one arm and in the middle of the back.  Attempt to 
move back with the person as they ease down. 

 
Be sure to protect yourself from injury.  Keep your balance and know your 
limitations.  Be alert and aware of your floor space.  Request assistance as needed. 

 
The prayer ministers you are working with can assist you as well. 

 
If the ministry of a catcher is needed, a prayer minister should remain with the recipient, 
if possible.  Either kneel on the floor beside them or stand near them to keep others from 
falling on or stepping on the recipient. 
 
 
Ministering through Prayer 
 
Prayer Ministers prepare to respond with prayer for a variety of requests, in any setting, 
in service to The Lord.  Whether ministering as a member of a CFC ministry team or 
effort  -  or serving with prayer those we encounter in our life circle - an advance review 
of several possible topics will enable you to serve well.  
 
These nine topics are covered in the remainder of this Prayer Ministry Manual. 
 
Salvation - When Jesus commands, “You must be born again,” He is referring to our 
response to God’s redemptive plan to give us a new life, a new nature, and establish a 
relationship with Him.  We receive this through the new birth by confessing and 
repenting of our sins, trusting Jesus Christ as our Lord and Savior, and surrendering our 
will to Him. 
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Baptism in (with) the Holy Spirit – God the Holy Spirit empowers believers to minister, 
share the Gospel with others, and be a witness of the Lord Jesus (Acts 1:8).  Holy Spirit 
imparts gifts to believers for ministry (Romans 12; I Corinthians 12 and 14).   
 
Praying in Tongues - When a person is baptized in the Holy Spirit, he/she receives their 
(personal) prayer language.  If their prayer language does not manifest at the time they 
are filled with the Spirit, additional instruction and prayer are needed. 

 
Prayer of Confession and Repentance – Guiding the recipient when Holy Spirit convicts 
them to repent of a specific or general sin.   
 
Marriage and Family - The recipient may request prayer for a variety of needs within the 
marriage or family structure. 
 
Extending forgiveness - Guiding the recipient through a prayer of forgiveness releases 
them and the offender. 
 
Finances  -  It is the will of God for His children to prosper. 
 
Healing - Healing belongs to the children of God.  Prayer for healing is a prayer of faith in 
the Word, character, and nature of God.   
 
Deliverance - A person is in need of deliverance when they exhibit the inability to be free 
from mental, emotional, physical, or spiritual bondage associated with demonic activity 
or works of the flesh. 
 
 
 
Regardless of the nature of the prayer request, CFC Prayer Ministers will hold to two 
central rules in every situation without deviation:   
 
1.  We will pray the Word in the name of Jesus. 
 
2.  We will pray with Father’s love and will in mind. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For your convenience, Assurance Verse cards (by subject) are available on the main 
sanctuary stage.  You may use these while praying and/or give them to the recipient.  
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KEY WORD REVIEW 
 
PRAY and PRAYER as used in the Hebrew and Greek languages. 
 
Old Testament 
 
pâlal  (H6419) Offering prayer to God as an act of intercession or confession. 
 
pâgaʻ  (H6293) The action of praying to God. 
 
ʻâthar  (H6279) Earnest plea, prayers of intercession, prayers of petition. 
 
shâʼal  (H7592) To ask, to inquire. 
 
ḥālâ  (H2470) To ask, to plead with God for His favor or mercy. 
 
bᵉʻâʼ  (H1156) To ask, to make a request, to petition. 
 
New Testament 
 
proseúchomai  (G4336) This is the most common verb referring to the activity of praying  

to Father.  Examples are praying for guidance, praying for healing,  
intercessory prayer, and commissioning for ministry.  This is the  
word used to indicate Jesus’s prayers while in the Garden of  
Gethsemane.   

 
proseuchḗ (G4335) To pray; prayer to God.  A place of prayer. 
 
eúchomai (G2172) Refers to the action of earnest, intercessory prayer. 
 
euchḗ (G2171)      A vow; a prayer of faith. 
 
énteuxis (G1783)     Prayer; stresses the sense of need. 
 
déomai (G1189)      To desire, to beseech, to make a request, to intercede. 
 
déēsis (G1162)      A wanting, a need; prayers of entreaty or supplication; prayer  
   associated with worship.      
 
For our purposes, we will explore 2 prayer methods: petitions and commands. 
 
Petitions are prayers in the form of requests or asking.  Petitions are directed toward 
Father in the name of Jesus.  Commands are statements of instruction directed toward 
the affliction, the root cause, or the enemy.  
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There are many definitions for the activity of prayer and praying.   

 

Here is one from Baker’s Evangelical Dictionary of Biblical Theology: 

 

“If prayer is based on God’s acts, then prayer is ultimately a response to the prior activity 

of God.  In Christian prayer, the primary divine act is God’s new revelation in Jesus 

Christ, in whom all the promises of God find their “yes.”  Christian prayer is, thus, a 

sequel in a relationship that begins before the idea of praying even occurs to us.  One is 

summoned to continue the dialogue by God who offers the gift of prayer, who 

guarantees its reality, and who calls on men and women to pray through the 

instrumentality of human speech.  Thus, Christian prayer is not conceived of as the 

natural human’s own achievement.  Though our own endeavors are not precluded, 

ultimately the believer is impelled to pray by the indwelling God at work in the deepest 

places of his or her soul.” 

 

 

 

 

SILENT MINISTRY.  THE EXCEPTION. 

 

Nothing we do or say can impact a person like the presence of God.  With this in mind, 

there are situations that require and even demand our respectful silence.  When a 

person is receiving from God in such a way that renders them unaware and incapable of 

conversation, movement, etc., the best course of action on our part is to stand close by 

and keep anyone from disturbing them until the recipient indicates by their actions that 

they have become coherent again.   

 

Thankfully, the necessity of silent ministry is a reality at this time. 
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1.  SALVATION 
 
KEY WORDS DEFINED 
 
Salvation. 
 
OT yĕshuw`ah  (H3444) aid, health, deliverance, salvation, prosperity, victory 
 
NT sōtēria  (G4991)  Messianic salvation which concludes to the safety and 
salvation of the soul; salvation in the person of Christ; the present possession of all true 
Christians; deliverance, preservation, safety, health, prosperity 
 
Saved.   
 
NT sōzō  (G4982)  delivered from the penalties of the Messianic 
judgment, to save from the evils which obstruct the reception of the Messianic 
deliverance, to make one a partaker of the salvation by Christ; to protect, to preserve, to 
make well, to heal, to be made whole. 
 
Faith. 
 
NT pistis  (G4102)  inner persuasion, assurance, a conviction or belief with 
the predominate idea of trust whether in God or in Christ, springing from faith in the 
same.  Related to God with the conviction that God exists and is the creator and ruler of 
all things, the provider and bestower of eternal salvation through Christ.  A constant 
reliance upon Christ for salvation.  From peitho (G3982), persuasion of the truth that 
results in faith (we believe because we are persuaded that the thing is true, a thing does 
not become true because it is believed); an actual and outward result of the inward 
persuasion and consequent faith. 
 
In the New Testament setting, faith is the divinely implanted inward confidence, 
assurance, trust, and reliance in God and all that He says.  It is God’s warranty that 
guarantees the fulfillment of the revelation He births within the receptive believer. 
 

Romans 12:3  “For I say, through the grace given to me, to everyone who is 
among you, not to think of himself more highly than he ought to think, but to think 
soberly, as God has dealt to each one a measure of faith.”  

 
The LORD continuously births faith in the yielded believer so they can know what He 
prefers, i.e., the persuasion of His will.  Faith guides the believer to discover God’s 
preferred will based upon His promises, character, and nature.  Faith and God’s 
preferred will are directly connected and revealed in the Holy Scriptures. 
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Ministering the Promise of Salvation 
 
The Bible teaches that salvation (being ‘born again’) is necessary for a person to see the 
kingdom of God, to receive eternal life, for forgiveness of sins, to receive the Baptism in 
the Holy Spirit and to become a child of God and joint-heirs with Christ.  
 
Prayer Minister:  prepare in advance with worship and prayer for yourself. 
 
Be ready with key verses: 
 
John 3:3  “Jesus answered (Nicodemus) and said to him, ‘Most assuredly, I say to you, 
unless one is born again (anew or from above), he cannot see (perceive, know, 
experience) the kingdom of God.’” 
 
John 3:16  “For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that 
whosoever believes in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life.” 
 
 
A sample dialogue when ministering to those in need of salvation: 
 

• (Prayer Minister)  Share the Father’s Heart 
 

“God loves you and He wants you to 
      …have eternal life.” 
      …have peace and joy in this life.” 
      …spend eternity in heaven with Him.”   
 
The Bible says: 
 
Romans 5:1  “We have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.” 
 
John 3:16  “For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that 
whosoever believes in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life.” 
 
John 10:10  [Jesus said] “I have come that they may have life, and that they may have it 
more abundantly.” 
 
 

• (Prayer Minister)  Share the Need 
 

“We are all separated from God because of sin.  Because of that, we do not have a 
relationship with Him.  We are lost without Him.” 
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“God did not create us to “automatically” love and obey Him.  He gave us a free will and 
the ability to choose Him or to reject Him.  If we refuse to choose Him, we will remain 
separated from Him.”   
 
The Bible says: 
 
Romans 3:23  “For all have sinned and come short of the glory of God.” 
 
Romans 3:10  “As it is written, There is none righteous, no, not one.” 
 
Romans 6:23  “For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life through 
Jesus Christ our Lord.” 
 
Romans 5:12  “Therefore, just as through one man sin entered into the world, and death 
through sin, and thus death spread to all men, because all sinned--”   

 
NOTE: A person must first realize and agree with his/her lost condition 
before he/she can enter into salvation. 

 
 

• (Prayer Minister)  Share God’s Solution 
 

“God’s only provision to bridge the gap between Himself and mankind is Jesus Christ.” 
 
 
 
Diagram A 
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Diagram B 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“Jesus is the ONLY ANSWER and ONLY WAY to the Father.  He died on the Cross and 
rose from the dead.  He paid the penalty for our sins and bridged the gap between God 
and man.” 
 
The Bible says: 
 
John 14:6  [Jesus said] “I am the Way, the Truth, and the Life.  No one comes to the 
Father except through Me.”   
 
Romans 5:8  “But God demonstrated His love toward us in that while we were yet 
sinners, Christ died for us.” 
 
 

• (Prayer Minister)  Bring to a Point of Decision 
 

“Father God is drawing you to Him today.  To enter into a relationship with God and 
experience the abundant life He promises, you need to repent of your sins, ask Jesus 
Christ to forgive you, and receive Him as your Lord.  Are you ready?”   
 
If he/she remains hesitant, continue to help their understanding of salvation with 
scripture.  Be sensitive to their countenance.  Ask if he/she has questions.   
 
Offer an additional scripture if receptive:   
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“The Bible says: 
 
Romans 10:9-10  “If you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your 
heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved.  For with the heart one 
believes unto righteousness, and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.” 
 
Revelation 3:20  “Behold, I stand at the door and knock.  If anyone hears My voice and 
opens the door, I will come in to him and dine with him, and he with Me.” 
 
John 1:12  “But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children 
of God, even to those who believe in His name.” 
 
 
 
Repentance is essential. 
 
Important: Look for signs that The Lord is drawing them and point out that the thoughts 
and emotions they are experiencing is a response to His mercy and His invitation to 
receive salvation.  Help them see how precious their response is to Him. 
 
Be ready to explain what repentance means.  This may be the first time the person is 
hearing the word.  You might say, “Repentance means that we agree with God about 
our sin.  God says our sin is wrong; so, we agree that our sin is wrong.  Second, 
repentance means to have a change in our thinking or a “mind-change” regarding our 
sin that results in a change in our behavior.  We must see sin as sin.  Period.  We must 
change the way we see sin and realize there are always devastating results.”   
 
You may need to help them understand that there is a difference between repentance 
and being sorry.  Being sorry for one’s sin or being sorry one was caught in sin is not 
enough.  A person must repent from their sin in order to be forgiven. 
 
Be kind, but be assertive when you explain that a person must repent in order to be 
saved.  The Bible says, “Repent therefore, and be converted, that your sins may be 
blotted out, so that the times of refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord.”  
(Acts 3:19) 
 
 

What if a person does not repent?   
 
Luke 13:3 says, “I tell you...except you repent, you will likewise perish.” 

 
Ask them if you can pray for them.  Then pray that their heart will soften toward The 
Lord. 
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Summarized points of discussion and clarification when ministering salvation: 
 
1. Admit your need for Jesus Christ in your life - “I am a sinner and I need Jesus Christ in 

my life.” 
 
2. Repent of your sins - “I know I have sinned and I admit my sin is wrong.  God said my 

sin is wrong.  I turn from my sin and I choose to follow Jesus.  Jesus, please forgive 
me of my sin and wash me clean.” 

 
    I John 1:8  “If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not    
    in us.” 
 
    I John 1:9  “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins    
    and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” 

 
3. Believe that Jesus died on the Cross for you and rose again from the grave.  He - 

alone - met the requirements set by God for the penalty of sin. 
 
4. Realize that salvation is a gift from God and it cannot be earned nor is it deserved.     

 
Ephesians 2:8-9  “For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not 
of yourselves; it is a gift of God, not of works, lest anyone should boast.” 

     
5. Through prayer, invite Jesus Christ to come into your life and take control of your life.  

By faith, receive Him as Lord and Savior. 
 
Have the recipient repeat a prayer after you.  Encourage them to mean it with all 
their heart and be sincere as they pray.  A sample follows (or develop your own). 
 
“Lord Jesus, I know I have sinned and I admit my sin is wrong.  Jesus, please forgive me 
of my sin.  I choose to turn from sin and I choose to follow You.  I receive You now as my 
Lord and Savior.  Come into every area of my life and change me.  I thank You for 
saving me today.  I am Your child now and forever.” 
 
Additional assurance verses: 
 
Romans 10:13  “For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.” 
 
John 1:12  “For as many as received Him, to them gave He power to become the sons of 
God, even to them that believe on His name.” 
 
For your convenience, Assurance Verse cards (by subject) are available on the main 
sanctuary stage.  You may use these while praying and/or give them to the recipient. 
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The Next Step...Water Baptism 
 
After a person is born again, the prayer minister should not hesitate to encourage 
him/her to be water baptized.  This is the very next step for an individual once they have 
been saved and should not be viewed as “optional.” 
 
The story of Philip and the Ethiopian eunuch found in Acts 8:26-40 is a good point of 
reference when explaining the importance of water baptism.  Immediately following his 
conversion, the eunuch was water baptized by Philip.    
 
The reason water baptism is important is because it is a primary means of a believer 
identifying with the Lord Jesus.  Baptism is about identification.  Believers are 
baptized in water because we identify with the finished work of Jesus when He died on 
the Cross--the complete work of sacrifice He gave for mankind-- and His resurrection. 
 
Baptism is also about association.  Water baptism is the “marking” of the new 
relationship that is established at the point of salvation.  It is a display of being raised in 
“newness” of life. 
 
Many people are under the impression that water baptism will “wash our sins away.”  Be 
sure you take some time to defuse this false notion if needed.  Only Jesus can remove 
our sins.  Water baptism is not a cleansing.  Water baptism is the outward expression of 
the inward experience of salvation.   
 
The Jewish ordinance of baptism was naturally adopted for use by the New Testament 
church and baptism at conversion is its most commonly understood motivation.  
However, there are many purposes for participation in this ordinance, most of which are 
in some way an outward expression of an inward, spiritual transformation.   
 
We find several accounts in Scripture involving the act of immersion.  One is John’s 
introduction of the baptism of repentance, during which the participant in some manner 
confessed their sins.  This was a prophetic act preparing the people for the coming 
Christ and an illustration of His redemptive power.   
 
Another is Jesus’s baptism.  Jesus was immersed before He began His earthly ministry 
(Luke 3:21-23).  He had no need of repentance or salvation.  Jesus publicly identified 
with the plan the Father had for His life.  At His baptism, God the Father called Him, 
‘Son’ and the Holy Spirit descended upon Jesus.  Jesus became the Baptizer. 
 
Many believers request immersion again when accepting a new ministry call or 
assignment.  Others choose immersion as an outward display of a renewed commitment 
to Christ.  And others seek immersion after traumatic events in their life.  This ordinance 
is rich in spiritual significance and application in the New Testament Church.  And we are 
witnesses to the effect of immersion as a point of contact for prayer ministry! 
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2.  BAPTISM IN (WITH) THE HOLY SPIRIT  
 
Like salvation, the Baptism with the Holy Spirit is a gift from God and all of His gifts are 
good and perfect (James 1:7).  His desire is to convey His Holy Spirit in fullness upon 
those who ask Him. 
 

Acts 1:5  “For John truly baptized with water, but you shall be baptized with the 
Holy Spirit not many days from now.” 

 
It is God’s will that all believers be baptized with the Holy Spirit.  This Promise is not for a 
select few.  This Promise was not intended only for those living in Bible times.  This 
Promise is for today and is for every Christian.   
 
Important:  The first requirement for the Baptism in the Holy Spirit is that one has 
accepted the Lord Jesus Christ as personal Lord and Savior.  Before a prayer minister 
proceeds in leading someone in the Baptism with the Holy Spirit, they must first 
determine if the recipient is born again.  If the recipient is not born again, the prayer 
minister should proceed in leading him/her to salvation.     
 
For many believers, especially those new to the Scriptures, the thought of being filled or 
baptized with the Holy Spirit can be unsettling and intimidating.  You will be able to help 
them relax and receive with faith.  The goal of the prayer minister, whether in-house or in 
public, is to follow the prompting of the Holy Spirit, bring clarity with truths, and gently 
guide the recipient. 
 
 

• (Prayer Minister) Share the Father’s Heart 
 
“It is God’s good pleasure to baptize all believers with the Holy Spirit.  Every believer 
must believe this gift is for them!” 
 
The Bible says, 
 
Acts 2:39  “For the promise [of the Holy Spirit] is to you and to your children, and to all 
who are afar off, as many as the Lord our God will call.”  
 
Luke 11:11-13  “If a son asks for bread from any father among you, will he give him a 
stone?  Or if he asks for a fish, will he give him a serpent instead of a fish?  Or if he asks 
for an egg, will he offer him a scorpion?  If you then, being evil, know how to give good 
gifts to your children, how much more will your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to 
those who ask Him!” 
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• (Prayer Minister) Share the Need 
 
 
“The Baptism in the Holy Spirit is an endowment of power for service that takes place in 
the life of a Christian.” 
 
Acts 1:8  [Jesus said] “But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon 
you; and you shall be witnesses unto Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, 
and to the ends of the earth.” 
 
“The Holy Spirit will accompany you as you pray and assist you in your prayer life.” 
 
Acts 4:29 – 31  “Now, Lord, look on their threats, and grant to Your servants that with all 
boldness they may speak Your word, by stretching out Your hand to heal, and that signs 
and wonders may be done through the name of Your holy Servant Jesus.”  And when 
they had prayed, the place where they were assembled together was shaken; and they 
were all filled with the Holy Spirit, and they spoke the word of God with boldness. 
 
 

• (Prayer Minister) Share God’s Solution 
 
 
Father’s instruction to His children is:  Ask! 
 
The Bible says, 
 
Luke 11:13  “If you then, being evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how 
much more will your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask Him!” 
 
Ephesians 5:18  “And be not drunk with wine, wherein is excess, but be filled with the 
Spirit.” 
 
At this point, the Prayer Minister may say, “All you have to do is ask.  Would you like me 
to guide you in a simple prayer?” 
 
If he/she is willing to ask in prayer at this point: 
 
Have the recipient repeat a prayer after you.  Encourage them to be sincere as 
they pray.  A sample follows (or develop your own). 
 
“I believe that the Baptism with the Holy Spirit is for me.  Jesus, baptize me with Your 
Holy Spirit.  I believe that I will receive the Baptism in the Holy Spirit.  Thank You, Jesus 
for filling me now.  I receive!  In Jesus’ name.” 
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• (Prayer Minister) Bring the Recipient to a Point of Decision 
 
Oftentimes the recipient quickly and spontaneously receives the Baptism with the Spirit 
as soon as they ask.  But, that is not always the case. 
 
Continue to comfort the recipient…assuring them that the Promise is for them.   
 
The prayer minister should pray for the recipient.  Instruct him/her to receive as 
you lay hands on them.  A sample prayer dialogue follows (or develop your own). 
 
“Jesus, I thank You that _______ (recipient’s name) has received You as Lord and 
Savior.  I thank You, Jesus, that You are going to baptize _______ (recipient’s name) 
with Your Holy Spirit.  I ask You to empower _______ (recipient’s name) from this day 
forward for service in advancing Your kingdom.  Thank You, Father, that You have heard 
our prayer. Thank You, Jesus, that __________ (recipient’s name) will be filled with Your 
Spirit today, in Jesus’ name.” 
 
Be aware of signs Holy Spirit is filling the recipient.  Pause and let the LORD work if the 
recipient responds during your prayer.   
 
If needed, tell the recipient to repeat the following prayer after you again (or 
develop your own). 
   
“Jesus, fill me with Your Holy Spirit.  I believe that the Promise is for me.  I ask You to fill 
me with the Holy Spirit.  I believe that I will receive the baptism in the Holy Spirit.  Thank 
You, Jesus for filling me now.  I receive!  In Jesus’ name.” 
 
 
ABOUT THE PRIVATE PRAYER LANGUAGE (TONGUES) 
 
Next, encourage the recipient to begin to speak, praising God, in the new language the 
Holy Spirit has given them.  Encourage them to yield their voice to Him and allow the 
prayer language to manifest, no matter how strange or unusual it may sound!  You might 
suggest to them to ‘practice’ praying each day in the new language the Holy Spirit has 
given them. 
 
If the recipient’s prayer language does not manifest, encourage them that it will come, 
because everyone who asks receives (Matthew 7:8).  Encourage them to obtain a copy 
of Pastor Todd’s book, Speaking in Tongues:  Your Secret Weapon.  Give the recipient 
the booklet, Why Tongues? 
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QUESTIONS ABOUT THE BAPTISM WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT 
 
 
IS THIS EXPERIENCE FOR TODAY? 
 
Yes. 

"For the Promise is unto you, and to your children, and to all 
that are afar off, even as many as the Lord our God shall call." 
(Acts 2:39) 
  
“...be filled with the Spirit.” (Ephesians 5:18b) 

 
 
 
AREN’T YOU FILLED WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT WHEN YOU ARE SAVED? 
 
It is the Holy Spirit who draws you and enables you to be saved through the blood of 
Jesus, but there is a difference between the Holy Spirit being with you (indwelling you) 
and Jesus baptizing you with the Holy Spirit (the Spirit coming upon you). 

  
“He dwells with you, and shall be in you.” (John 14:17) 

 
Paul asked the Ephesians, "Have you received the Holy Ghost since you believed?" 
(Acts 19:2) 
 
 
 
WHY IS IT NECESSARY TO BE FILLED WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT? 
 
For directed power: Power to witness, power in prayer, power over Satan 

  
“But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come 
upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto Me both in 
Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the 
uttermost part of the earth.”  (Acts 1:8) 
  
“Likewise the Spirit also helps our infirmities; for we know not 
what we should pray for as we ought; but the Spirit Himself 
makes intercession for us with groanings which cannot be 
uttered.” (Romans 8:26) 
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God's Word tells us to be filled with the Spirit: 
  
“And be not drunk with wine, wherein is excess, but be filled 
with the Spirit.” (Ephesians 5:18) 

 
 
DOES EVERYONE WHO IS FILLED WITH THE SPIRIT SPEAK IN TONGUES? 
 
This is accepted as an initial sign of the infilling of the Holy Spirit, paralleling the 
experience of those who received this in the New Testament Church: 

  
“And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and began to 
speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance.” 
(Acts 2:4) 
  
“And when Paul had laid his hands upon them, the Holy Ghost 
came on them; and they spake with tongues, and prophesied.” 
(Acts 19:6) 
 
 

ARE TONGUES A SURE SIGN SOMEONE IS FILLED WITH THE SPIRIT? 
 
Not necessarily. The devil can imitate and people can mimic.  Remember, Satan is a 
deceiver. 
 
 
THEN HOW DO I KNOW THAT MY EXPERIENCE IS REAL? 
 
A person will know their experience is real by the collaborating evidence.  A holy lifestyle 
is one manifestation of the Baptism with the Holy Spirit.  Power in your life to witness, 
power in prayer, and power over the enemy are also evidence of the infilling of the Holy 
Spirit.  A deeper desire to read the Word, a longing to worship, and a greater awareness 
of spiritual matters are other manifestations of the baptism. 
 
 
I WANT THE BAPTISM, BUT I AM AFRAID I WILL HAVE A “WRONG” EXPERIENCE. 
 
Prayer ministers should encourage the recipient, “Be sure of your heart posture and 
motive.  If you are sincerely seeking Him, He will answer and come to you.” 

  
“If a son shall ask bread of any of you that is a father, will he 
give him a stone? Or if he ask a fish, will he for a fish give him a 
serpent? Or if he shall ask an egg, will he offer him a scorpion? 
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If ye then, being evil, know how to give good gifts unto your 
children; how much more shall your heavenly Father give the 
Holy Spirit to them that ask Him?” (Luke 11:11-13) 

 
 
CAN I ‘LOSE’ THE BAPTISM OF THE HOLY SPIRIT? 
 
Satan will always try to rob you of any experience you receive from God.  Praying every 
day yielded to the Holy Spirit will keep your experience fresh: 

  
“But ye, beloved, building up yourselves on your most holy faith, 
praying in the Holy Spirit.”  (Jude 20) 

 
Also, the Bible encourages believers to experience the Baptism with the Holy Spirit over 
and over and over again.  There is the initial infilling of the Holy Spirit, but we can also 
experience a fresh infilling every day!   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For your convenience, Assurance Verse cards (by subject) are available on the main 
sanctuary stage.  You may use these while praying and/or give them to the recipient.  
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KEY VERSES REGARDING THE BAPTISM OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 
 
Prayer ministers should be familiar with the following passages and feel comfortable 
referencing them: 
 
 
John 1:32-34  And John bore witness, saying, “I saw the Spirit descending from heaven 
like a dove, and He remained upon Him.  I did not know Him, but He who sent me to 
baptize with water said to me, ‘Upon whom you see the Spirit descending, and remaining 
on Him, this is He who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.’  And I have seen and testified that 
this is the Son of God.” 
 
Matthew 3:11  “I indeed baptize you with water unto repentance: but He that cometh 
after me is mightier than I, whose shoes I am not worthy to bear: He shall baptize you 
with the Holy Ghost and with fire.” 
 
John 16:7  “Nevertheless I tell you the truth; it is expedient for you that I go away; for if I 
got not away, the Comforter will not come unto you; but if I depart, I will send Him unto 
you.”  
 
Luke 24:49  “And, behold, I send the promise of my Father upon you; but tarry in the city 
of Jerusalem, until you be endued with power from on high.”  
 
Acts 2:1-4  “And when the day of Pentecost was fully come, they were all with one 
accord in one place.  And suddenly there came a sound from heaven as of a rushing 
mighty wind, and it filled the house where they were sitting.  And there appeared unto 
them cloven tongues like as of fire, and it sat upon each of them.  And they were all filled 
with the Holy Ghost, and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them 
utterance.”  
 
Acts 2:16-17  “But this is that which was spoken by the prophet Joel; and it shall come to 
pass in the last days, saith God, I will pour out of My Spirit upon all flesh; and your sons 
and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your old 
men shall dream dreams.”  
 
Ephesians 5:18  “And be not drunk with wine, wherein is excess; but be filled with the 
Spirit.”  
 
John 14:7  “If ye had known Me, ye should have known My Father also; and from 
henceforth ye know Him, and have seen Him.” 
 
Acts 19:2  “He said unto them, ‘Have ye received the Holy Spirit since you believed?’ 
And they said unto him, ‘We have not so much as heard whether there be any Holy 
Spirit.’’  
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Acts 1:8  “But you shall receive power, after that the Holy Spirit is come upon you; and 
you shall be witnesses unto Me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, 
and unto the uttermost part of the earth.”  
 
Acts 19:6  “And when Paul had laid his hands upon them, the Holy Spirit came on them; 
and they spake with tongues, and prophesied.”  
 
Luke 11:11-13  “If a son shall ask bread of any of you that is a father, will he give him a 
stone?  Or if he ask a fish, will he for a fish give him a serpent?  Or if he shall ask an 
egg, will he offer him a scorpion?  If you then, being evil, know how to give good gifts 
unto your children; how much more shall your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to 
them that ask Him!” 
 
Acts 1:5  “For John truly baptized with water; but you shall be baptized with the Holy 
Spirit not many days from now.” 
 
Acts 11:16  “Then remembered I the word of the Lord, how that He said, ‘John indeed 
baptized with water; but you shall be baptized with the Holy Spirit.’” 
 
1 Corinthians 12:13  “For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body, whether we be 
Jews or Gentiles, whether we be bond or free; and have been all made to drink into one 
Spirit.”  
 
Joel 2:28-29  “And it shall come to pass afterward, that I will pour out My Spirit upon all 
flesh; and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, your old men shall dream 
dreams, your young men shall see visions; and also upon the servants and upon the 
handmaids in those days will I pour out My Spirit.” 
 
Acts 2:38-39  “Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for 
the remission of sins, and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.  For the promise is 
unto you, and to your children, and to all that are afar off, even as many as the Lord our 
God shall call.”  
 
I Corinthians 14:2  “For he that speaks in an unknown tongue speaks not unto men, but 
unto God: for no man understands him; howbeit in the spirit he speaks mysteries.” 
 
Study these incidents of Holy Spirit baptism: 
 
            1.         Day of Pentecost:  Acts 2:2-4 
            2.         House of Cornelius:  Acts 10:44-46 
            3.         Converts at Ephesus:  Acts 19:1-6 
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3.  PERSONAL PRAYER LANGUAGE  |  PRAYING IN TONGUES  
 
Sometimes individuals will respond to the altar call to receive the Baptism of the Holy 
Spirit and not experience the manifestation of their (private) prayer language.  Additional 
instruction, encouragement, and prayer may be necessary. 
 
What to do: 
 
(1) The prayer minister should reassure the recipient that a prayer language is a gift 

given by God at the moment a person is filled with the Holy Spirit.  
 

Acts 10:44-46  “While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy Spirit fell upon 
all those who heard the word...for they heard them speak with tongues and magnify 
God.” 

 
Acts 2:4  “And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak with other 
tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance.” 

 
Acts 19:6  “And when Paul had laid hands on them, the Holy Spirit came upon them, 
and they spoke with tongues and prophesied.”   

 
(2) Explain that the prayer language is a language of the spirit and not a language 

known by the speaker.  Therefore, they probably won’t “understand” what they are 
praying. 

 
I Corinthians 14:14  “For if I pray in a tongue, my spirit prays, and my understanding 
is unfruitful.” 

 
(3) Explain that the Bible encourages believers to pray in their known language (English, 

etc.) AND in the spirit (the private prayer language). 
 

I Corinthians 14:15  “...I will pray with the spirit, and I will pray with understanding.  I 
will sing with the spirit.  I will sing with understanding.” 
 
Even the Apostle Paul prayed in tongues:  “I thank my God I speak in tongues more 
than you all.”  I Corinthians 14:18 

 
(4) The prayer minister should tell the recipient he/she is going to pray (for them) that 

their prayer language be released.  The prayer minister will then lead them in a 
prayer and the recipient will repeat the prayer in faith.   
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The prayer minister should pray for the recipient.  Instruct him/her to receive as 
you lay hands on them.  A sample prayer dialogue follows (or develop your own). 
 
“I thank You, Lord, that that You are the Baptizer.  Lord, I thank You that __________ 
(recipient’s name) is filled with the Holy Spirit.  You are faithful and I thank You that You 
have given __________ (recipient’s name) their own prayer language.  Lord, we ask that 
____________ (recipient’s name) prayer language manifest today.  May all bad teaching 
be broken, in Jesus’ name.  May all hindrances and confusion be removed today, in 
Jesus’ name.”   
 
 
Example prayer the recipient repeats after you (or develop your own):   
 
“Lord, I thank You for filling me with the Holy Spirit.  I thank You for giving me my prayer 
language.  I want to pray in my prayer language.  Lord, I ask you to help me release my 
prayer language, in Jesus’ name.” 
 
 
The prayer minister should then instruct the recipient:   
 
“The moment I lay my hand on your head, begin to pray out what the Lord gives you, no 
matter how unusual it may sound.  Remember, you will not be praying in English.  Even 
if it sounds like one word, one syllable, or one phrase, speak it out with boldness.” 
 
At this point, the lead prayer minister should gently touch the forehead or arm of the 
recipient and begin thanking the Lord.  Speak softly to the recipient, encouraging him/her 
to focus on the Lord.  The prayer minister may then begin to pray in his/her own prayer 
language as a means of encouragement.  At no time while praying in tongues should a 
prayer minister tell the recipient, “Repeat after me.”   
 
The recipient may appear to get frustrated and struggle, or, they may pray in tongues 
immediately.  Either way, continue to encourage. 
 
If the recipient does not pray in their prayer language, encourage them that their prayer 
language has been given to them and in the days ahead, they should expect their prayer 
language to manifest.   
 
Give the recipient the booklet, Why Tongues? and encourage them to read it over and 
over again to build their faith.  
 
Encourage them to read Pastor Todd’s book, Speaking in Tongues:  Your Secret 
Weapon. 
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4.  PRAYER OF CONFESSION AND REPENTANCE  
 
Some recipients come for ministry because they are remorseful over a sin in their life.  
Their heart is heavy with conviction and they want to repent before the Lord.  This is 
precious in the eyes of the Lord.  When God convicts a person, He does so lovingly and 
with great compassion.  If a recipient confesses a sin, please show great compassion as 
you lead them in a prayer of repentance. 
 
 
Assure the recipient that their desire is scriptural. 
 
James 5:16  “Confess your trespasses (sins) to one another, and pray for one another, 
that you may be healed.  The effective, fervent prayer of a righteous man avails much.” 
 
 
Assure the recipient of God’s forgiveness. 
 
I John 1:9  “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” 
 
Explain that repentance is a change in the way we perceive and deal with sin that results 
in a behavioral change. 
 
In John 8:11, Jesus told the woman caught in adultery, “...Go and sin no more.”  This 
verse literally means, “From now on, sin no more.”  Jesus forgave her sin, but He also 
commanded her to refrain from involving herself in sin again. 
 
 
 
(Prayer Minister)  Lead the Recipient in prayer if needed.  An example prayer the 
recipient repeats after you (or develop your own):  
 
“Lord, I confess this sin to you.  I know it was wrong.  I ask You to forgive me.  I repent of 
this sin and I turn from it.  Please give me the courage and the strength to never get 
involved in this sin again.  Thank You, Lord.” 
 
Encourage the recipient with I Corinthians 10:13 - “When we are tempted to sin, God will 
always provide a way of escape.  We simply must LOOK for the way out.” 
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5.  MARRIAGE AND FAMILY 
 
Families carry many complex dimensions.  In prayer, it’s important to be sensitive to the 
often contrasting interactions and struggle within family structures.  For instance, family 
members have differing expectations and desires for one another.  Many of these 
desires are based on opinion and emotion rather than scripture. 
 
Be sure to pray the heart of God and the Word of God, rather than the will of a person.  
This is most easily identified when one member of the family has a desire for another 
family member that involves decision-making, i.e., decisions about who to marry, where 
to move, what job to take, etc. 
 
 
PRAYING FOR THE SALVATION OF A FAMILY MEMBER 
 
* The prayer minister should agree with the recipient for the family member to accept 

God’s gift of salvation.  This is the prayer of agreement (Matthew 18:19). 
 
* The prayer minister should ask the Lord to send laborers to the lost family member to 

minister the Gospel to him/her (Luke 10:2). 
 

* The prayer minister should pray that the Gospel will be revealed and clear to the lost 
family member when he/she is approached with the Word of God (II Corinthians 4:3). 

 
* The prayer minister should ask Holy Spirit to bring conviction to the lost family member 

and reveal his/her need for God (John 16:8). 
 

* The prayer minister should thank the Lord for the coming salvation of the family 
member! 

 
 
GENERAL FAMILY NEEDS  
 
* The prayer minister should pray a prayer of reconciliation, asking the Lord to bring 

peace and unity to the family.   
 
* Ask Holy Spirit to reveal the need for God in the lives of all family members.  
 
* Pray for soft and receptive hearts for family members. 
 
* Pray for grace and protection over family members as the Lord deals with them. 

 
* Pray for forgiveness to flow between the family members that are offended, hurt, or 

disappointed. 
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6.  EXTENDING FORGIVENESS 
 
 
KEY WORDS DEFINED 
 

Forgive. 

 
NT aphiemi  (G863)    Forgive 
     To send away 
     To let go 
 
Mark 11:25  And whenever you stand praying, if you have anything against 
anyone, forgive him, that your Father in heaven may also forgive you your trespasses. 

 
 
 
Forgiveness.   
 
NT aphesis  (G859)  Forgiveness or pardon of sins – letting them go as if  
     they had never been committed 
     Remission of the penalty 
     A sending away 
     A letting go 
     A release 
 
Colossians 1:13-14   He has delivered us from the power of darkness and 
conveyed us into the kingdom of the Son of His love, in whom we have redemption 
through His blood, the forgiveness of sins. 
 
 
 
Forgiveness.   
 
NT charizomai  (G5483) To bestow a favor unconditionally in the act of  
     forgiveness whether divine or human. 
 
Ephesians 4:32 And be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, 
even as God in Christ forgave you. 
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Prayer ministers should become familiar with the following truths in order to encourage 
the recipient: 
 
Forgiveness is about releasing.  Forgiveness does not require you to say what someone 
did to you was ‘okay.’  It is not excusing what has been done against you by another 
person, but rather it is about releasing the offender from the responsibility of saying, “I 
am sorry,” repenting for what they did, or asking you to forgive them. 
 
Forgiveness is more for the one who has been wronged than for the offender.  Harboring 
unforgiveness is spiritually unhealthy because a stronghold can form in your heart.  By 
forgiving those who have wronged you, you become free from “carrying” the offender 
any longer.  You release them to the Lord and trust the situation to Him. 
 
Forgiving others is oftentimes very hard, but it is essential if you want to break out of the 
bondage that it has you under.  Forgiving others opens you up for the Lord to begin 
healing your soul (inner healing).  Since unforgiveness blocks us from receiving God's 
forgiveness of our sins (Matthew 6:15), it puts up a wall between us and the source of 
our healing. 

Forgiveness is a choice.  We must choose to forgive those who have hurt or wronged us; 
then by faith, lay the situation in God's hands and leave it there.  Give your hurts and 
hard feelings to Him.  Think about Jesus.  They murdered Him and yet some of His last 
words were, "Father, forgive them!"  

 

(Prayer Minister)  Lead the Recipient in prayer.  An example prayer the recipient 
repeats after you (or develop your own):  
 
“Lord, I choose to forgive _______ (name of offender) for _______ (name of offense).  I 
release _______ (name of offender) from this offense.  And Lord, when _______ (name 
of offender) did this to me, it made me feel ____________ (describe the effects of the 
sins).  Please take these emotions and memories from me and replace them with Your 
peace.  Thank You for healing my heart.  I trust You, Lord, in Jesus’ name.” 
 
The prayer minister should then ask the Lord to saturate the recipient with His love 
(Romans 5:5).  The love of God will destroy the bitterness in one’s heart that causes one 
to continue to hold on to offenses. 
 
 
 
 
For your convenience, Assurance Verse cards (by subject) are available on the main 
sanctuary stage.  You may use these while praying and/or give them to the recipient. 
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KEY VERSES ON FORGIVING OTHERS 
 
Mark 11:25  “And when you stand praying, if you hold anything against anyone, forgive 
him, so that your Father in heaven may forgive you your sins.” 
 
Matthew 6:14-15  “For if you forgive men when they sin against you, your heavenly 
Father will also forgive you.  But if you do not forgive men their sins, your Father will not 
forgive your sins.” 
 
Hebrews 12:15,  "Looking carefully lest anyone fall short of the grace of God; lest any 
root of bitterness springing up cause trouble, and by this many be defiled." 

Colossians 3:13  “Bearing with one another, and forgiving one another, if anyone has a 
complaint against another, even as Christ forgave you, so you also must do.” 

Ephesians 4:31-32  “Get rid of all bitterness, rage and anger, brawling and slander, 
along with every form of malice.  Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving 
each other, just as in Christ God forgave you.” 

Matthew 18: 21-22  “Then Peter came to Jesus and asked, ‘Lord, how many times shall I 
forgive my brother when he sins against me? Up to seven times?’  Jesus answered, ‘I 
tell you, not seven times, but seventy-seven times.’” 

II Corinthians 2:5-8  “If anyone has caused grief, he has not so much grieved me as he 
has grieved all of you to some extent—not to put it too severely.  The punishment 
inflicted on him by the majority is sufficient.  Now instead, you ought to forgive and 
comfort him, so that he will not be overwhelmed by excessive sorrow.  I urge you, 
therefore, to reaffirm your love for him.” 

I Corinthians 13:4 - 6  “Love is patient, love is kind.  It does not envy, it does not boast, it 
is not proud.  It does not dishonor others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it 
keeps no record of wrongs.  Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth.” 

Matthew 5:23-24  “Therefore, if you are offering your gift at the altar and there remember 
that your brother has something against you, leave your gift there in front of the altar.  
First go and be reconciled to your brother; then come and offer your gift.” 

Luke 6:37  “Do not judge, and you will not be judged.  Do not condemn, and you will not 
be condemned.  Forgive, and you will be forgiven.” 

John 8:7  “When they kept on questioning Him, He straightened up and said to them, ‘If 
any one of you is without sin, let him be the first to throw a stone at her.’” 

Acts 7:59-60  “While they were stoning him, Stephen prayed, ‘Lord Jesus, receive my 
spirit.’  Then he fell on his knees and cried out, ‘Lord, do not hold this sin against them.’  
When he had said this, he fell asleep.” 
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7.  FINANCES. 
 
People experience financial strain for various reasons.  For some, the situation is a result 
of bad habits and/or bad choices.  For others, their circumstances are due to a lack of 
education or experience.  Others may be experiencing a financial struggle due to 
uncontrollable circumstances.   
 
Whatever the case, we know it is the will of God for His children to live in prosperity.   
 
III John 1:2 says, “Beloved, I pray that you may prosper in all things and be in health, just 
as your soul prospers.” 
 
The prayer minister should refrain from scolding the recipient regarding their current 
financial status or giving financial advice.  Assure them of the promises of God regarding 
financial provision.  Help them understand that God is their source and they must work in 
cooperation with the plans and promises of God to unlock financial blessings over their 
life.   
 
 
(Prayer Minister)  Encourage the recipient with the following truths prior to 
praying for their finances.  Tell the recipient: 
 
1. Acknowledge God as the true owner of all things 
2. Understand that you are a steward 
3. Realize the Lord is your provider, not a job or another person 
4. Trust and honor God with your finances and success in life – both materially and 

spiritually 
5. Commit to obey the Lord and be responsible to Him in the area of finances.  When 

you are obedient in God’s system of giving by faith and in wise management of your 
finances, God will be released to move on your behalf regarding finances 

 
 
(Prayer Minister)  Pray for the Recipient.  An example prayer (or develop your 
own):  
 
 
“Lord, I thank You that You love _______________ (name of recipient) so much and 
You want to see him/her prosper.  You want ____________ (name of recipient) to be in 
a position of financial blessing so he/she can bless others.  I thank You that You are 
his/her provider.  I thank You, Lord, that You make a way for your children to experience 
financial blessings.  Lord, please give _________________ (name of recipient) the 
courage to obey You in their finances and to trust what Your Word says about giving.  I 
thank You, Lord, for wisdom and understanding and I thank You, Lord, for being faithful.  
In Jesus’ name.”  
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KEY VERSES ON FINANCES 
 
Deuteronomy 8:18  “But remember the LORD your God, for it is He who gives you the 
ability to produce wealth, and so confirms His covenant, which He swore to your 
forefathers, as it is today.”  
 
Proverbs 10:22  “The blessing of the LORD brings wealth, and he adds no trouble to it.”  
 
Proverbs 3:9-10  “Honor the Lord with your possessions, and with the firstfruits of all 
your increase; so your barns will be filled with plenty, and your vats will overflow with 
new wine.” 
 
Galatians 6:7  “Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatsoever a man sows, that 
he will also reap.” 
 
Malachi 3:10  “‘Bring the tithes into the storehouse, that there may be food in My house, 
and try Me now in this,’ says the Lord of hosts, ‘If I will not open for you the windows of 
heaven and pour out for you such blessing that there will not be room enough to receive 
it.’” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For your convenience, Assurance Verse cards (by subject) are available on the main 
sanctuary stage.  You may use these while praying and/or give them to the recipient. 
 
  



 

39 

HEALING AND DELIVERANCE 
 
 
INTRODUCTION:  PRAYER METHODS 
 
 
Petitions: Prayers directed toward Father. 
 
John 16: 25-28  “These things I have spoken to you in figurative language; but the time 
is coming when I will no longer speak to you in figurative language, but I will tell you 

plainly about the Father.  In that day you will ask in My name, and I do not say to you 
that I shall pray the Father for you; for the Father Himself loves you because you have 
loved Me and have believed that I came forth from God.  I came forth from the Father 
and have come into the world. Again, I leave the world and go to the Father.” 
 
 
Commands:  Statements of instruction directed toward the root cause.  
 
Acts 16:16-18  Now it happened, as we went to prayer, that a certain slave girl 
possessed with a spirit of divination met us, who brought her masters much profit by 
fortune-telling. This girl followed Paul and us, and cried out, saying, “These men are the 
servants of the Most High God, who proclaim to us the way of salvation!” And this she 
did for many days.  But Paul, greatly annoyed, turned and said to the spirit, “I command 
you in the name of Jesus Christ to come out of her.” And he came out that very hour.   
 
 
KEY WORDS DEFINED 
 
Petition:  to ask by means of speaking to Father. 
 
NT aiteó (G154)  To ask.  Frequently the petition of one who is lesser in 
position than he to whom the petition is made. 
 
NT aitéma (G155) A thing asked.  That which has been asked for.  A request.  A 
petition.   
 
 
Speak. 
 
OT amar (H559)  To say, to speak, to tell, to command, to promise, etc.  The 
Bible recognizes that behind the Divine speaking is divine authority and power.  We find 
the first example of speaking in Genesis 1:3.  God said, “Let there be light.”   
 
NT laleó (G2980) The sound of the formed word. 
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Faith. 
 
NT pis'-tis 	πίστις		(G4102) Inner persuasion, assurance, a conviction or belief 
with the predominate idea of trust whether in God or in Christ, springing from faith in the 
same.  Related to God with the conviction that God exists and is the creator and ruler of 
all things, the provider and bestower of eternal salvation through Christ.  A constant 
reliance upon Christ for salvation.  From peithō  Πειθώ (G3982), persuasion of the truth 
that results in faith (we believe because we are persuaded that the thing is true, a thing 
does not become true because it is believed); an actual and outward result of the inward 
persuasion and consequent faith. 
 
In the New Testament setting, faith is the divinely implanted inward confidence, 
assurance, trust, and reliance in God and all that He says.  It is God’s warranty that 
guarantees the fulfillment of the revelation He births within the receptive believer. 
 
Romans 12:3  “For I say, through the grace given to me, to everyone who is among 
you, not to think of himself more highly than he ought to think, but to think soberly, as 
God has dealt to each one a measure of faith.”  
 
The LORD continuously births faith in the yielded believer so they can know what He 
prefers, i.e., the persuasion of His will.  Faith guides the believer to discover God’s 
preferred will based upon His promises, character, and nature.  Faith and God’s 
preferred will are directly connected and revealed in the Holy Scriptures. 
 
Romans 10:17  “So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.”   
 
Greek text:  “So faith proceeds from spiritual hearing; moreover this hearing is completed 
and perfected through a rhema-word from Christ.” 
 
 
Word. 
 
Luke 1:37  “For with God nothing will be impossible.”   
 

Thing is translated from the word, rhema.  Rhema means word. 
 
NT word/rhema (G4487)  A word or saying of any kind as a command, 
report, promise.  Used in the NT for the Lord speaking His living word inwardly to a 
believer to inbirth faith, i.e., when Holy Spirit brings a promise or scripture to our 
remembrance for use in time of need. 
 
No WORD that God speaks or is spoken in agreement with God through His children 
will be impossible.  The word from God is guaranteed with divine authority and power! 
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Matthew 8:8  The centurion answered and said, “Lord, I am not worthy that You should 
come under my roof. But only speak a word, and my servant will be healed.”   
 
NT  word/lógos (G3056)  A word, being the expression of a thought; a 
statement; a saying.   A statement made by God or by Christ.  The word of the LORD, 
the revealed will of God delivered with His authority and made effective by His power.  
Equivalent to decree, mandate, order. 
 
 
Promises. 
 
2Corinthians 6:18, 7:1  “I will be a Father to you, and you shall be My sons and 
daughters, says the Lord Almighty.”  Therefore, having these promises, beloved, let us 
cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear 
of God. 
 
NT  epangelía  (G1860)  The promises of God.  It frequently stands for the thing 
“promised,” and so signifies a gift graciously bestowed, not a pledge secured by 
negotiation; thus “the promise of the Spirit” denotes “the promised Spirit,” “the promise of 
the eternal inheritance is, “the promised eternal inheritance.”  The covenants of the 
promise are centered in Christ as the “promised” Messiah-Redeemer, and comprise the 
blessings to be bestowed through Him.   
 
The promises of God reveal His particular and eternal purposes to which He is 
unchangeably committed and upon which believers can totally depend.  God’s promises 
are irrevocable.   
 
 
Authority.   
 
Matthew 18:18-20  And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, “All authority has been 
given to Me in heaven and on earth.  Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching 
them to observe all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, 
even to the end of the age.” Amen.   
 
NT exousia  (G1849)   Legal power to act; power of authority; the power of 
one whose will and commands must be obeyed by others; one who possesses authority. 
 
Greek Lexicon:  authority, conferred power; delegated empowerment (authorization), 
operating in a designated jurisdiction.   
 
In the NT, authority is connected to the power and rights God imparts to His children – 
authorizing them to act to the extent they are guided by faith (His revealed word). 
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Command. 
 
 
John 12:49-50  “For I have not spoken on My own authority; but the Father who sent Me 
gave Me a command, what I should say and what I should speak.  And I know that His 
command is everlasting life.  Therefore, whatever I speak, just as the Father has told 
Me, so I speak.”  
 
NT entéllomai  (G1781)  To charge, to command to be done, give orders 
(injunctions, instructions, commands).  Also, to command, emphasizing the end-
objective, i.e. the purpose of an order. 
 
 
Matthew 11:1  Now it came to pass, when Jesus finished commanding His twelve 
disciples, that He departed from there to teach and to preach in their cities.   
 
NT diatassó (G1299)  To arrange thoroughly, i.e. to charge, appoint.   
"To command with detailed instructions" means to issue a command with full authority 
because it takes into account all that is necessary to lay down a proper order.  Such an 
order also goes through all the necessary proper "chain-of-command," which further 
underlines its binding (authoritative) nature.  
 
 
Acts 16:16-18  Now it happened, as we went to prayer, that a certain slave girl 
possessed with a spirit of divination met us, who brought her masters much profit by 
fortune-telling. This girl followed Paul and us, and cried out, saying, “These men are the 
servants of the Most High God, who proclaim to us the way of salvation.” And this she 
did for many days.  But Paul, greatly annoyed, turned and said to the spirit, “I command 
you in the name of Jesus Christ to come out of her.” And he came out that very hour.  
Acts 16:16-18 
 
NT paraggéllō   (G3853) To notify, command, charge, entreat solemnly.   
To give a command that is fully authorized because it has gone through all the proper 
(necessary) channels.  
 
 
Mark 9:25 When Jesus saw that the people came running together, He rebuked the 
unclean spirit, saying to it, “Deaf and dumb spirit, I command you, come out of him and 
enter him no more!”     
 
NT epitassó  (G2004)  To arrange upon, to command, to give orders.   
 
Properly, a command which appropriately "orders" things, i.e., assigns them where 
they belong so the parts "fit together.”
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Power. 
 
Luke 9:1-2 He called His twelve disciples together and gave them power and 
authority over all demons, and to cure diseases.  He sent them to preach the kingdom 
of God and to heal the sick. 
 
NT dunamis  (G1411)  Power, ability, the power of performing miracles, 
mighty work, strength, and virtue. 
 

Dunamis almost always points to new and higher forces that have entered and 
are working in this lower world of ours.  It is “power and ability,” physical or moral, 
residing in a person or thing; “power in action,” as when put forth in performing 
miracles.     Strong’s Greek Dictionary of the New Testament 

 
Greek Lexicon: 

• the power of God 
• the kingly power of God and Christ 
• God’s saving power, the power of salvation 
• ascribed to Christ: power to heal disease proceeds from Him 
• the word uttered by His power, equivalent to His most powerful will and energy 
• the power of Christ invisibly present and operative in the Christian church formally 

assembled 
• under or full of the power of the Holy Spirit 
• the power of performing miracles, every kind of power of working miracles 
• for the believer, power to achieve by applying the Lord's inherent abilities  
• power through God's ability 
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8.  HEALING. 
 
 
KEY WORDS DEFINED 
 
 
Heal. 
   
OT râphâ (H7495)  To mend, to cure, to thoroughly make whole 
 
NT iáomai (G2390)  To cure, heal or make whole 
 
 therapeúō (G2323)  To relieve of disease…to care for the sick,  
     to treat, cure, heal 
 
Healings. 
 
NT íama (G2386)  The result of the act of healing 
 
 
Miracle. 
 
OT môphêth (H4159)  A wonder or sign.   
     A divine act or a special display of divine power. 
  
 ʼôwth (H226)   A miraculous sign 
   
 pâlâʼ (H6381)  Actions that are beyond the bounds of human   
     powers or expectations 
 
NT dunamis (G1411)  Almost always points to new and higher forces that  
     have entered and are working in this lower world of  
     ours.  It is power in action as when put forth in  
     performing miracles.   
 
 
 
Hebrews 2:4  God also bearing witness both with signs and wonders, with various 
miracles, and gifts of the Holy Spirit, according to His own will. 
 
NT sēmeîon (G4592)  A manifest deed, having in itself an explanation of  
     something hidden and secret.  A sign, mark, indication,  
     token of miraculous acts.  Refers to miracles worked  
     by Jesus. 
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In an altar call for healing, those in need of physical, mental, or emotional healing will 
respond. The Bible promises physical healing, but we should never focus on physical 
healing apart from the more important matter of spiritual healing. The Bible teaches 
divine healing is available through the atonement and that God heals physically, 
mentally, and emotionally - as well as spiritually. 
 
Healing will manifest in one of two ways: 
 
(1)  Instantly - this is classified as a miracle 
(2)  Over time - the healing process.   
 
Healing will occur in God’s perfect timing.  If the results are not immediate, encourage 
the recipient to continue to trust God for healing. 
 
Before praying for healing, the prayer minister needs to determine if the recipient is lost 
or saved. This is spiritual healing and it is the most important healing.  
 
 
PRAYING FOR HEALING FOR THE LOST PERSON 
 
In the Bible, Jesus healed those who came to Him.  Although His work on The Cross had 
not taken place, the Healer was, nevertheless, present to heal.  Jesus was responding 
out of compassion and mercy for the individual.   
 
When a prayer minister prays for healing for a lost person, he/she calls on the mercy and 
grace of God for healing.  A lost person has no promise for healing because they are not 
in covenant with Jesus.  Therefore, a lost person is at the mercy of God for healing.  God 
may certainly heal the individual to show Himself mighty in the recipient’s life and trigger 
a response of repentance. 
 
Ideally, the prayer minister would make the effort to bring the recipient into salvation first; 
then proceed with the prayer for healing. 
 
 
PRAYING FOR HEALING FOR THE BELIEVER 
  
When Jesus heals the saved individual, He does so in response to the Blood Covenant.  
Healing was provided in the Blood Covenant of Jesus Christ.  It is a promise to and for 
the believer.  Isaiah 53 reveals that believers are healed through the punishment Jesus 
took in His body before and during the crucifixion.  Then He rose again victorious over 
death, hell, and the grave.  This is the first truth a prayer minister should establish when 
praying for a believer -- healing is in the Covenant and belongs to the believer. 
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GUIDELINES FOR PRAYING FOR HEALING 
 
 
(Prayer Minister)  Determine the specific condition. 
 
Jesus asked people what they wanted, inquired concerning their faith, and dealt with 
negative forces of unbelief before ministering to them.  Begin by asking the recipient, 
"What is the issue you are dealing with?"  Verbalizing the request for prayer is important. 
 
Ask for a specific statement.  If a request is too general, you will not know what to pray 
for and the affected person may not recognize healing when it comes.  You need only 
brief facts such as, "The doctors have found a tumor on my kidney."  You do not need a 
complete medical history. 
 
Do not try to analyze the information you are given. Your function is to pray, not provide 
advice.  Some unique cases may require privacy and more time for instruction.  Refer 
these individuals to the pastoral staff. 
 
Ask the recipient, "Do you believe Jesus can heal you?"  If they answer positively, 
proceed with the guidelines.  If they give a negative response, a response that is 
uncertain, or they hesitate in responding, more instruction from the Word may be 
necessary.  Refer to the section, Key Verses About Healing and use these scriptures to 
build their faith.  Assurance Verse cards will be available in the sanctuary as well. 
 
 
 
(Prayer Minister)  Pray for healing: 
 
When you pray a healing prayer, pray specifically for the condition.  Remember that you 
do not have to persuade God to heal by the length or loudness of your prayer.  Just as 
salvation is already available, the same is true of healing.  Just as salvation is based on 
the condition of faith, so is healing.  God wants to heal, just as He wants to save. 
 
All believers can pray for healing (Luke 5:17) without a ‘special anointing’ because Jesus 
commanded every believer to minister healing just as He told us to spread the Gospel. 
 
 
 
(Prayer Minister)  Encourage the Recipient to thank God for the answer now: 
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Tell the recipient to follow prayer with praise to God for healing.  Remember that in the 
case of the ten lepers, all were healed; but only the one who returned to praise God was 
made whole.  Praise God by faith and not by sight.   
 
The Prayer Minister might say something like, “You have done what God's Word said to 
do.  Believe He has done what He said He would do.  Thank Him.  Jesus thanked His 
Father for hearing His prayer before Lazarus ever came out from the tomb.” 
 
 
 
PROVIDE FOLLOW-UP INSTRUCTIONS: 
 
It is important that those who come to the altar for healing receive follow-up ministry if 
needed.  If the recipient is dealing with a life-threatening condition, the prayer minister 
should alert the executive staff.  Those individuals will receive additional instruction and 
continued support as they walk through their situation. 
 
 
(Prayer Minister)  What To Do To Remain Healed: 
 
Once an individual has received healing, the following instructions should be given to the 
recipient. 
 
Instruct those who have been healed to... 
 
* Recognize the attacks of the enemy.  Just as Satan tempts every person who has been 

saved, He will tempt every person who has been healed. Just as you can lose spiritual 
victory, you can lose physical victory.  You are usually tested in the area of your victory. 

 
* Resist the attacks of the enemy.  Encourage the recipient to stay in an atmosphere of 

faith by continuing to study God's Word on healing and testify about their healing to 
others.  One way to overcome Satan is by one’s testimony (Rev. 12:11). Tell the 
recipient to resist the attacks of Satan (James 4:7) with the Word of God by quoting 
specific verses about healing.  The recipient should surround himself/herself with a 
positive environment of faith and with those who will continue to praise God with 
him/her for healing and help him/her resist the attacks of the enemy. 

 
* Make lifestyle changes.  A return to sinful practices can mean a return of the sickness 

(John 8:11).  Encourage the recipient to walk in obedience to God and His Word. Willful 
sin can result in losing healing (John 5:14).  Unhealthy practices are actually sin, for 
they defile God's temple. The recipient should be encouraged to follow biblical 
guidelines for good health and healing. 
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* See a doctor for medical verification.  If the recipient has been under medical care, 
encourage them to return to their doctor for verification of healing.  Under Old 
Testament law, the priests were like physicians.  They diagnosed illnesses and 
pronounced healings.  Jesus healed the leper and then told him to return to the priest 
for verification of his healing.  By the recipient returning to the doctor, there will be no 
doubt in the minds of others that God truly healed them.  Medical verification will 
establish an undeniable testimony of God’s power and mercy before the recipient’s co-
workers, family, friends, and medical team. 

 
 
 
(Prayer Minister)  What to do if the manifestation of Healing is delayed: 
 
If a recipient returns at a later time and is still experiencing symptoms, it does not mean 
they were/are not healed.  The prayer minister should explain that just because they do 
not see visible results right away does not mean they were/are not healed.  Healing 
begins in the spirit and healing is a process.   
 
One’s healing may also be delayed, i.e., that of the barrenness of Abraham and Sara, 
even though the Word of God was given to them years before of a son to come. 
 
Timing is another element to be realized.  Consider the lame man at the temple gate in 
Acts 5.  Jesus walked through the temple gates every day, yet we are told that the 
crippled man had been there for years.  He was later healed through the ministry of 
Peter and John (Acts 5:15-16).  There was also a set timing for the healing power of God 
in the cases of Job and Lazarus. 
 
 
Prayer ministers should encourage the recipient to... 
 
* Continue to believe God that he/she is healed and thank God daily for their healing.  

Praise and thanksgiving before one sees the manifestation of what he/she is believing 
for is the highest expression of faith. 

 
* Continue to build their faith.  This can be done by studying the scriptures found in the 

Word of God regarding healing. Give the recipient a Healing Assurance Verses card.  
These cards are located at the altar.   

 
* Maintain a clean heart before the Lord.  Confession on a daily basis assures that they 

will not aggravate a physical condition. 
 

* Stand in the authority of the believer.  Believers should declare the promises of God 
over their own bodies.   
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* Where applicable, make life-style changes.  Eliminate sinful and unhealthy practices. 

Healing often comes when you bring your lifestyle in harmony and obedience with 
God's Word. 

 
* Create an atmosphere of faith.  The recipient should surround himself with an 

atmosphere of faith by becoming part of a fellowship of believers. 
 
* Commit to total trust in God.  Total trust means that in living or dying, sickness or 

health, we are at peace in the hands of God (John 10:29; Job 13:15; 19:26). 
 
* React positively to the situation.  While waiting for total healing, tell the recipient to 

react to their situation in such a way that others will be affected in a positive way. This 
can be done by: 

  
• Giving thanks.  1 Thessalonians 5:16-18. 
• Letting God perfect His strength in weakness.  2 Corinthians 12:9-10 
• Demonstrating patience while waiting.  

o People wait on doctors for the results of medical tests.  We wait on 
medicine to work.  Why can't we wait on God?    

o Those with patience inherit the promises (Hebrews 6:12; 12:2-3; James 
1:2-4; 5:10-11; Psalms 27:14; 37:34; Isaiah 40:31; Romans 5:3-5). 

• Recognizing that no suffering is without purpose.  Study the biblical record of 
those who suffered that documents this truth. 
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QUESTIONS ABOUT HEALING 
 
 
WHY DOES GOD ALLOW SICKNESS IN THE WORLD? 
 
God never intended for man to be sick, but He gave man a will of his own to choose evil 
or good. When Adam exercised his will (the power to choose) in the Garden of Eden and 
chose to disobey God, sin entered the world.   As a result, sickness and death entered 
into the world. 
 
 
WHAT IS DIVINE HEALING? 
 
Divine healing is God's direct intervention to heal those who are sick and afflicted in their 
body without the necessity of physicians or medical remedies.   
 
 
ISN’T ALL HEALING FROM GOD? 
 
Healing through prayer to the One True God and/or legitimate medical practice is from 
God.  God aids in medical healing because every good gift (including legitimate 
medicine) is from God.   
 
‘Healing’ by satanic, New Age, or other unscriptural means is not from God and will in 
time prove to be a false ‘healing.’ 
 
 
IS IT WRONG TO GO TO DOCTORS OR TAKE MEDICINE? 
 
No.  There are many capable medical doctors whose God-given talents and abilities aid 
the healing process.  Many medicines come from natural, healthful, God-created 
elements.  A person who is sick should do all they know to do in the natural and do all 
they know to do in the spirit by faith in order to receive healing.  Doctors and medicine 
work in cooperation with the perfect will of God - healing.   
 
Always prayerfully consider the instructions of your doctor.  Getting a second and third 
opinion is wise as well.  Ultimately, a recipient should be encouraged to believe the 
report of the Lord over all other reports and tests.   
 
Again, it is important that an individual who has been healed follow up with his/her doctor 
in order that the healing received may be documented and validated. 
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IS HEALING FOR TODAY? 
 
Yes.  God does not change. Jesus healed people while on earth and He still heals today.  
Jesus’ commission to His followers was not only to preach the Gospel, but also to 
operate in laying hands on the sick and ministering healing.  He gives the same 
command to believers today. 
 
 
 
IS MY SICKNESS PUNISHMENT FOR MY SINS? 
 
Not necessarily.  Oftentimes our physical bodies are afflicted due to bad life-style 
choices.  Poor maintenance and care can result in sickness.  Stress, heredity, and  
environmental conditions are also factors.   
 
However, the Bible does give indication that sin can open the door to sickness in our 
lives (Deuteronomy 28:22, 27, 28, 35).  However, Jesus healed a blind man about whom 
His disciples asked, "Who did sin...this man or his parents, that he was born blind?"  
Jesus said, "Neither this man nor his parents sinned, but that the works of God should 
be revealed in him."  John 9:2-3 
 
And sometimes, a person experiences an sickness or pain in their body and there is no 
apparent explanation.  One must remember, we live in a fallen world and Satan is the 
‘god‘ of this world.  His attacks are vicious and his intent is destruction.  One of his 
weapons is sickness. 
 
 
 
DO CERTAIN CHRISTIANS HAVE “SPECIAL” GIFTS OF HEALINGS?  SHOULDN’T I 
GO TO THEM FOR PRAYER? 
 
The Bible does speak of the special gifts of healings (I Corinthians 12:9), but we must be 
careful to look to God for healing and not to man.  All believers have the authority to pray 
and believe for healing. 
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KEY VERSES ABOUT HEALING 
 
 
Psalms 103:3  “Who forgives all your iniquities; Who heals all your diseases,”  
 
III John 2  “Beloved friend, I pray that you are prospering in every way and that you 
continually enjoy good health, just as your soul is prospering.” 
 
Exodus 15:26  “...I am the Lord that heals you.” 
 
Hebrews 13:8  “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, and today, and forever.” 
 
Mark 16:17-18  “And these signs shall follow them that believe. They shall lay hands on 
the sick, and they shall recover.”  
 
I Peter 2:24  “...by whose stripes you were healed.”  
 
Isaiah 53:5  “...and by His stripes we are healed.” 
 
Matthew 8:17  “…so that He fulfilled what was spoken by the prophet Isaiah:  “He 
Himself took our infirmities (upon Himself) and carried away our diseases.” 
 
Matthew 10:8  “Heal the sick, cleanse the lepers; raise the dead, cast out devils: freely 
you have received, freely give.” 
 
James 5:14  “Is anyone among you sick?  Let him call for the elders of the church, and 
let them pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord.” 
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9.  DELIVERANCE  
 
 
The Altar Ministry Team ministers in the altar area of the sanctuary in full view of the 
congregation.  When in-depth deliverance from the demonic is required, those ministry 
sessions will take place in a private setting in order to protect the dignity of the recipient 
and eliminate distractions within the prayer group.  These sessions will be led by team 
members trained for this purpose.  Since the initial contact will likely occur in the altar 
area, every prayer minister should be prepared to respond well.   
 
All believers have the authority to minister deliverance and are encouraged to pursue an 
understanding of all aspects of this component of salvation.  And, though deliverance 
from a violent demonic manifestation will not take place in the altar area, deliverance 
from bondages whose root is found in the flesh certainly could be.  Also, since sins of the 
flesh can give the enemy access into the believer which may lead to that person 
becoming demonized or oppressed by a demonic spirit, having an understanding of his 
tactics and our victory in Christ is essential for all prayer ministers.   
 
 
 
KEY WORDS DEFINED 
 
 
Salvation. 
 
OT yĕshuw`ah  (H3444) aid, health, deliverance, salvation, prosperity, victory 
 
NT sōtēria  (G4991)  Messianic salvation which concludes to the safety and 
salvation of the soul; salvation in the person of Christ; the present possession of all true 
Christians; deliverance, preservation, safety, health, prosperity; material and temporal 
deliverance from danger and apprehension; God’s power to deliver from the 
bondage of sin; a sum of all the blessings bestowed by God on men in Christ through 
the Holy Spirit.   
 
 
Saved.   
 
NT sōzō  (G4982)  to deliver from the penalties of the Messianic 
judgment, to save from the evils which obstruct the reception of the Messianic 
deliverance, to make one a partaker of the salvation by Christ; to protect, to preserve, to 
make well, to heal, to be made whole; of material and temporal deliverance from 
danger, suffering, sickness; to deliver from the bondage of sin; inclusively all the 
blessings bestowed by God on men in Christ. 
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Deliver. 
 
NT rhuomai  (G4506)  to rescue from, to preserve from; 
     out of, away from 
 
 
Deliverance 
 
NT aphesis  (G859)  a release from bondage, imprisonment,  
     liberation from captivity. 
 
Luke 4:18-19  Jesus speaking… “The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me, because He 
has anointed Me to preach the gospel to the poor; He has sent Me to heal the 
brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty (aphesis)  to the captives and recovery of sight 
to the blind, to set at liberty (aphesis) those who are oppressed; to proclaim the 
acceptable year of the Lord.” 
 
 
Sound mind. 
 
NT sōphronismós  (G4995) (God) saving the mind through admonishing and  
     calling to soundness of mind and to self-control. 
 
2 Timothy 1:7    For God has not given us a spirit of fear, but of power and of love 
and of a sound mind. 
 
 
 
Infirmity. 
 
NT asthéneia  (G769)  feebleness of body or mind, 
     diseases, sickness, weakness of body or mind, 
     lacking strength 
      
 
 
Oppressed. (from the outside) 
 
NT katadynasteúō  (G2616)  to exercise dominion against, 
      to exercise power over 
 
Acts 10:38 …how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with 
power, who went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, 
for God was with Him.  
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Possessed. (inwardly) 
 
The word, possessed, is often translated from the word, demonized.  The exact meaning 
is apparent from its usage in scripture.  Daimonizomai is used in the Gospels.  Echo is 
used in the Book of Acts. 
 
 
NT daimonízomai  (G1139)  demonized 
      to be exercised by a demon 
      to be possessed with devils 

 

Note.  Exercised:  to cause anxiety or alarm 

 

Matthew 8:16-17 When evening had come, they brought to Him many who were 
demon-possessed. And He cast out the spirits with a word, and healed all who were 
sick, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by Isaiah the prophet, saying: “He 
Himself took our infirmities and bore our sicknesses.” 

 

NT  échō  (G2192)   to hold 
 
Acts 8:5-8  Then Philip went down to the city of Samaria and preached Christ 
to them.  And the multitudes with one accord heeded the things spoken by Philip, 
hearing and seeing the miracles which he did.  For unclean spirits, crying with a loud 
voice, came out of many who were possessed; and many who were paralyzed and 
lame were healed.  And there was great joy in that city. 
 
 
Vexed. 
 
NT ochleō  (G3791)   to harass, disturb, trouble    
      being troubled, molested, vexed by evil spirits. 
 

Also translated, possessed or tormented. 
 
Luke 6:17-19  And He came down with them and stood on a level place with a 
crowd of His disciples and a great multitude of people from all Judea and Jerusalem, 
and from the seacoast of Tyre and Sidon, who came to hear Him and be healed of their 
diseases, as well as those who were tormented with unclean spirits.  And they were 
healed.  And the whole multitude sought to touch Him, for power went out from Him 
and healed them all. 
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Devil. 
 
NT diábolos  (G1228)  a traducer (liar), 
     false accuser, slanderer,  
     devil, Satan, 

    from a word that signifies, “to hurl across” 
 
NT daimónion  (G1140)  a demonic being 
 

 

Unclean. 

NT akáthartos  (G169)  demonic, foul 

 
Spirits. 
 
NT pneûma  (G4151)  angel, demon,        
 
     divinely: denotes God, Christ’s spirit, the Holy Spirit 
 
 
Mark 3:9-12  So He told His disciples that a small boat should be kept ready for 
Him because of the multitude, lest they should crush Him.  For He healed many, so that 
as many as had afflictions pressed about Him to touch Him.  And the unclean spirits, 
whenever they saw Him, fell down before Him and cried out, saying, “You are the Son 
of God.”  But He sternly warned them that they should not make Him known. 
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SURVEY of key words in Ephesians 6:10-13.   
 
Spiritual Warfare.  Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord and in the power of His 
might.  Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand against the 
wiles of the devil.  For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against 
principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this age, against 
spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places.  Therefore, take up the whole 
armor of God, that you may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to 
stand.  NKJV 
 
 
Armor. 
 
NT panoplia  (G3833)  full armor, all the spiritual helps/armor supplied by God  
      for overcoming the temptations of the devil 
 
Wiles. 
 
NT methodeía  (G3180)  craft, deceit, trickery 
 
Principalities. 
 
NT archḗ  (G746)   a chief ruler 
 
Powers. 
 
NT exousía  (G1849)  as used in Ephesians 6:12, “a spiritual ruler” 
 
Rulers of darkness. 
 
NT kosmokratōr  (G2888) spirit powers, who, under the permissive will of God, and 
      in consequence of human sin, exercise satanic and  
      therefore antagonistic authority over the world in its  
      present condition of spiritual darkness and alienation  
      from God. 
  
Spiritual. 
 
NT pneumatikós  (4152)  (fallen) angelic hosts, wicked spirits 
 
Wickedness. 
 
NT ponēria  (G4189)  wickedness, denotes the active exercise of a vicious  
      disposition.  
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A person is in need of deliverance when they exhibit the inability to be free from mental, 
emotional, physical, or spiritual bondage associated with works of the flesh or demonic 
activity.   
 
A non-believer is often in bondage to the works of the flesh.  A non-believer can also 
suffer demonic oppression, being demonized, or, though rare, demonic possession.  
Cases of actual demon possession are relatively few compared to the cases of 
oppression or being demonized by the enemy after their having gained access to an 
individual’s mind or body through sin, bad habits, depression, discouragement, etc.  
 
A believer cannot be possessed by a demon because possession denotes ownership.  
The spirit of a believer is sealed with the Holy Spirit at salvation.  Christian believers are 
the purchased possession of Christ Jesus.  A believer, however, can be demonized, i.e., 
under the influence or oppressed by demonic forces in their body or mind.  Although 
believers are susceptible to the power of the enemy, oftentimes oppression is a result of 
the works of flesh.  The prayer minister should seek discernment as to which realm the 
struggle is emanating from and whether the demonic is directly involved. 
 
If warring is required, we remember that our warfare is with the forces of evil (Ephesians 
6:12) and our weapon is the Word of God.  The battle involves prayer (Ephesians 6:14-
18) with the authority and power given by Jesus (Mark 16:17; Acts 1:8).   
 
The prayer minister should approach deliverance with confidence and boldness.  
However, confidence and boldness do not give license for a “free for all.”  The prayer 
minister should remain calm, orderly, and under the control of the Holy Spirit.  Be sure to 
maintain the dignity of the recipient during ministry sessions. 
 
 
 
GUIDELINES FOR MINISTERING TO THOSE IN NEED OF DELIVERANCE 
 
The prayer minister should first ask the recipient about their salvation to determine 
whether or not he/she is a Christian.  With that information, the prayer minister will know 
what level of demonic activity he/she is addressing.  Just as Jesus healed, He also 
delivered those who came to Him.  Although His work on The Cross had not taken place, 
Jesus ministered with absolute authority over all the power of the enemy.   
 
Sometimes a believer may simply be under a spontaneous attack of the enemy.  The 
prayer minister and/or the recipient should stand firm and rebuke the enemy from the 
situation based on the authority of the Blood Covenant.  A basic rule of thumb is, if a 
person is a believer, deliverance is promised in the Covenant and it clearly belongs to 
the believer.  The prayer minister should lead the believer in a prayer of repentance and 
receiving deliverance by faith.   
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If a person is lost, the prayer minister should proceed in bringing the recipient to Christ if 
possible, and then calling on the mercy of God to totally cleanse the recipient of all 
demonic activity.  
 
 
 
(Prayer Minister)  Determine the specific problem: 
 
 
The prayer minister should begin by asking the recipient, "What are you dealing with?" or 
“What is the problem?” or “How can I pray for you today?” 
 
Their prayer request is in itself an act of faith that can set the deliverance processes in 
motion (James 5:14-15).  Ask for a specific statement of brief facts. 
 
Do not try to psychoanalyze the information you are given.  Your role is to minister 
deliverance.   
 
Ask the recipient, "Do you believe Jesus can deliver you?"  If they answer positively, 
proceed with the guidelines.   If the recipient answers in a negative, hesitant, or unsure 
manner, further instruction from God's Word is needed.   
 
 
 
(Prayer Minister)  Next, to the best of your ability, determine the realm the enemy 
is working through:  
  
 
Spiritual Realm:  Problems related to sin.  Example:  A person has a background of 
homosexual activity.  The practice of homosexual activity is a sin and this activity opens 
a person to demonic activity.  
 
Physical Realm:  Bodily sickness caused by demonic spirits of infirmity.  Note: Just 
because a person is sick does not mean he/she “has a demon.”  Demonic activity is 
certainly at the core of all sickness, but it does not indicate a person is demonized if they 
are sick.  If a recipient is sick, it could simply be an outward attack of the enemy, trying to 
discourage or afflict the recipient.  Be careful not to suggest that a recipient is sick 
because he/she is demonized. 
  
Emotional Realm:  Problems with anxiety, fear, anger, bitterness, resentment, guilt, 
doubt, failure, jealousy, selfishness, confusion, frustration, perfectionism in the energy of 
the flesh, unforgiveness, and past situations. 
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Mental Realm:  Problems stemming from negative thinking, attacks by Satan on the 
mind, entertaining thoughts contrary to the Word of God, etc. 
 
Remember, because man consists of body-soul-spirit, problems in one realm affect the 
whole person.  As you minister, deal with the whole person, not just one area.  
 
 
 
(Prayer Minister)  Pray for deliverance: 
 
 
The prayer minister should pray a prayer of deliverance that focuses on the specific 
problem or demonic influence that has been identified. 
 
You do not have to beg or persuade God to deliver the recipient in your prayer.  Just as 
salvation is based on the condition of faith, so is deliverance.  God’s will is to deliver, just 
as His will is to save.  Deliverance is, in fact, a component of salvation. 
 
Although the power of God is sometimes present in a special way for deliverance  
(Luke 5:17), you can still pray for deliverance for someone without a ‘special anointing’ 
because Jesus commanded you to do so, just as He told you to spread the Gospel. 
 
In Matthew 12:29, Jesus taught that you must first bind the enemy, then you can 
exercise power over him: “Or else how can one enter into a strong man's house, and 
spoil his goods, except he first bind the strong man?  And then he will spoil his house.”  
 
If demonic powers are binding through oppression from the outside, pray for their hold to 
be loosed and their powers to be broken.  For example, Jesus loosed the woman in the 
synagogue from the spirit of infirmity.  She was not possessed, but oppressed.  The 
casting out of a demon was not necessary. 
 

Luke 13:10-13    Now He was teaching in one of the synagogues on the Sabbath.  
And behold, there was a woman who had a spirit of infirmity eighteen years, and 
was bent over and could in no way raise herself up.  But when Jesus saw her, He 
called her to Him and said to her, “Woman, you are loosed from your infirmity.”  
And He laid His hands on her, and immediately she was made straight, and 
glorified God. 

 
The Word clearly says that believers have the authority to cast demons out or command 
them to loosen their hold in the name of Jesus.  No person has this authority in and of 
themselves.  It is only with the Word of God and the name of Jesus that a recipient is 
delivered.  It is vitally important to use the name of Jesus as the prayer of deliverance is 
being ministered.   
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Those ministering to the recipient should not yell or scream.  It is the authority one has in 
Christ that will bring deliverance, not the volume of one’s voice during the prayer of 
deliverance.   
 
Under no circumstance should a prayer minister seek to converse with a demon.  The 
Bible instructs us to take authority over demonic forces (Luke 10:19), bind them 
(Matthew 12:29), cast them out (Luke 10:17), and resist them (James 4:7).   
 
If a demonic force manifests through the recipient’s spoken words, respond as Jesus did 
-- command the demon to be silent (Luke 4:34-35).  Remember, any conversation with 
the demonic is dangerous because they are lying spirits and they seek to deceive.  The 
prayer minister should command the demons to be silent and command them to leave in 
the name of Jesus. 
 
 
 
Example general prayer for deliverance to be spoken over a saved recipient: 
 
“Lord Jesus, I thank You that deliverance from every source of oppression or evil is part 
of Your Covenant with Your children.  I thank You, Lord, that Your desire for Your 
children is that we are whole in body, soul, and spirit.  You have made us free.  Thank 
You for freedom from all bondage and lies.  We access that promise right now, by faith.  
Thank You, Lord, for Your faithfulness and desire to heal, cleanse and deliver Your 
children from all the power of the enemy.  Amen.” 
 
 
 
Then the prayer minister should command: 
 
“In the name of Jesus, I break the power of every unclean spirit.  In the name of Jesus, I 
command every unclean spirit to leave now and never return.”   
 
 
Wait with the recipient as the power of God cleanses their body, soul, and spirit. 
 
 
As soon as the recipient is ready, the prayer minister should have the recipient 
repeat a prayer that is applicable to their situation.  Some examples: 
 
“Lord, I repent of my sin and I repent that through this sin, I gave the enemy access to 
my life.  I confess that Jesus is Lord and I denounce the devil and his influence in my life.  
I surrender my life to You, Jesus.  Thank You, Lord, for my deliverance.” 
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“Lord, I thank You that healing is in Your Covenant.  I recognize that I am under physical 
attack from the enemy.  This sickness does not come from You, Lord, and it does not 
belong to me.  I ask in Your name, Lord Jesus, that this sickness be destroyed.  I break 
the influence of the enemy in my body and I receive my healing by faith.  Thank 
You, Jesus.” 
 
“Lord, I thank You that I have the mind of Christ.  Lord, right now, by faith, I take every 
negative thought captive.  I reject the enemy and I will no longer give him place in 
my thoughts.  In the name of Jesus, I surrender my mind and my thoughts to You, 
Jesus, and I ask You to fill my mind with Your power.  Thank You, Jesus, for delivering 
me from negative thoughts.” 
 
“Lord Jesus, I confess that I have given the enemy a foothold in my life through 
__________________ (recipient should acknowledge the area(s) of struggle: doubt, 
failure, jealousy, selfishness, confusion, frustration, unforgiveness, etc.).  I ask that You 
forgive me and cleanse me of all unrighteousness.  I repent and I reject the enemy in the 
name of Jesus.  I will trust You.  I will follow You.  I confess You as Lord and I thank You 
for my deliverance.”  
 
“Lord, I reject fear and anxiety in the name of Jesus.  I will no longer allow the enemy 
to harass me this way.  Your Word says that Your peace will guard my heart and mind 
(Philippians 4:6-8) and right now, by faith, I receive Your peace.  I confess You are Lord.  
I thank You and confess that fear must GO, in the name of Jesus.” 
 
 
 
 
Some key elements in praying the prayer of deliverance: 
 

1. Continuously pray “in the name of Jesus.” 
2. Quote the Word as you pray. 
3. Have the recipient confess Jesus as Lord. 
4. Have the recipient repent of known sin(s). 
5. Have the recipient repent of allowing the enemy an entrance and legal rights into 

his/her life. 
6. Have the recipient verbally denounce and take back all legal rights the enemy had 

gained. 
7. Have the recipient verbally command the enemy to leave. 
8. Have the recipient close all entryways that were open to the enemy. 
9. Have the recipient ask Holy Spirit to fill them - body and soul. 
10. Have the recipient ask the Holy Spirit to bring conviction and awareness of future 

demonic activity so that the recipient may respond immediately. 
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DELIVERANCE FOR THE DEMONIZED 
 
Depending upon the prayer minister’s experience, some cases will be referred to a 
designated, approved deliverance team.  Whether the recipient is able to communicate 
and cooperate or is violently manifesting the power of the demon, they should be 
relocated to a private area.   
  
The first step in any scenario is for the prayer minister to notify Senior Leadership for 
guidance.  Ask someone to remain with the recipient for you.   
  
During Christ Fellowship Church services:   

Notify Pastor Karen or Pastor Marty or Pastor Sherrie. 
During North Georgia Revival services:   

Notify one of the Revival Senior Pastors (Pastor Don Allen or Pastor David 
Edmondson or Bishop Lance Johnson or Pastor Robbie Mathis or Pastor Todd).   
If all Revival Senior Pastors are absent, notify Pastor Karen or Pastor Sherrie.  

 
Senior Leadership will make the decision as to where deliverance will be ministered and 
by whom.  An appropriate location will be identified.  Locations include one of the KINEO 
classrooms, the prayer rooms located in the administrative area (ladies only), or any 
lobby or hallway space within which you can communicate and protect the privacy of the 
recipient. 
 
 
Deliverance Ministry Teams. 
 
If the recipient is a lady, two ladies must be present at all times during the deliverance 
session.  It is recommended that a man also be present if possible.  Limit the number of 
people involved or in the room to four at most (unless help is needed due to violent 
manifestations). 
 
Everyone present for the purpose of ministry must be trained prayer ministers. 
 
As in all ministry sessions, there is one lead minister.  The lead minister must have 
completed approved deliverance ministry training and notified Senior Leadership of their 
training and experience. 
 
All other ministers present in the room are to pray quietly for the lead minister or for the 
recipient.  Another prayer minister may assume the lead position at the request of the 
lead minister.  But only one person should be communicating with the recipient at a time. 
 
The lead minister should determine who, other than the recipient, should be present in 
the room.  Large crowds are not helpful during ministry sessions. 
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If a recipient is a minor, a parent must be present at all times.  No exceptions. 
 
 
Ministry Etiquette.   
 
Situate the recipient in such a way as to be covered and calm.  If possible, introduce the 
team to the recipient.   
 
Ask the recipient if he/she would like to receive prayer.  Tell the recipient they are free to 
leave at any time.  Then, every 15 minutes or so, ask the recipient if they would like to 
continue. 
 
There may be a situation when a prayer minister is faced with obvious and perhaps 
violent demonic manifestation.  (As stated before, the first response of the prayer 
minister ministering in the altar area should be to seek the assistance of executive 
leadership.)   
 

Note:  It may be that an unsaved recipient cannot be led into the salvation 
experience initially due to the intensity of the situation.  The recipient may be 
unable to respond to the call to salvation due to the demonic presence.  If this is 
the case, the deliverance ministry team should immediately take authority over the 
demonic force and cast it out, in the name of Jesus.     

 
The team should work in full cooperation with one another, having only one point man in 
the lead.  The remaining prayer ministers should assist in quiet prayer only.  All prayer 
ministers should follow the guidelines listed under Etiquette for Altar Ministry (found on 
pages 4-6 of this manual) to the best of their ability. 
 
The success of one being delivered from demonic influences or from being demonized 
should not be measured by the display or lack of display of any specific manifestation.  
All people are different;  therefore, their experiences will all be different.  The true sign of 
a successful deliverance session is that the recipient turns or returns to the saving 
knowledge of Jesus Christ (Mark 5:15).   
 
The lead prayer minister will calmly interview the recipient, identifying where the enemy 
gained legal access to their body or mind.  Remain in your God-ordained authority, 
commanding the demonic to leave and not return.  The prayer minister will guide the 
recipient in renouncing the power of the enemy.  Then the prayer minister will lead the 
recipient through prayers of deliverance, dealing with every area of their life as the Holy 
Spirit leads.   
 
After deliverance from demonic forces, the recipient should be led in a prayer of 
confession, repentance, and renouncing of any sins or involvements connected with the 
demonic activities.   
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Do not permit the demons to ‘make a show.’  When Jesus saw the actions of a demon 
attracting a crowd, He immediately stopped the performance being staged by the evil 
spirit and cast it out (Mark 9:25). 
 
Do not attempt to cast demons into hell.  Jesus and His disciples did not do this. 
Believers have authority only to bind, loose, and cast out the demonic (Matthew 8:29). 
 
If the recipient admits to having any occult items (idols, voodoo items, witchcraft items, 
literature of this nature), pornographic material, or any items that oppose God, instruct 
the recipient to destroy all of it immediately.   
 
The prayer minister should always verbally forbid the demons to reenter.  This is an 
important part of the ministry of deliverance.  Mark 9:25:  “Now when Jesus saw that the 
crowd was quickly growing larger, he commanded the demon, saying, “Deaf and mute 
spirit, I command you to come out of him and never enter him again!”  
 
When a demon is cast out, it will seek another body through which to operate.  Jesus 
taught that the departure of evil spirits leaves a vacancy.  There is danger of a demon 
returning to his former victim accompanied by multiple spirits of even a stronger nature 
(Luke 11:24-26) unless maintenance and attention is given to the spirit of that individual.  
This is why the spiritual “house” of a recipient must be maintained and closely monitored.  
(This maintenance will begin with an unsaved recipient being born again.  The recipient 
must have the indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit (salvation) and the infilling of the 
Holy Spirit (baptism) as well.)   
 
Demons may exit an individual with a visible struggle.  A recipient may cry, shake, 
collapse on the floor, scream, cough, gag, vomit, or display other manifestations.  Any 
manifestation should be spontaneous and not coaxed or forced.   
 
As stated before, the prayer minister should remain in authority and maintain as much 
order as possible.  Protect the dignity of the recipient.  Be sure the recipient is covered 
so that he/she is not exposed in an inappropriate manner.   
 
When demons have departed (whether from demonization or oppression), there may be 
a sense of release, joy, relief, and the ‘lifting of a weight.’  The prayer minister should 
explain to the recipient that these feelings are normal and to thank God for the finished 
work. 
 
Generally plan to minister about 30 minutes.  Beyond that, please ask the recipient to 
call the church office for follow up. 
 
Follow-up counseling and ministry, such as inner healing, will likely be necessary.  The 
prayer ministry team should notify Executive Leadership as soon as possible. 
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PRAISE GOD FOR THE ANSWER: 
 
The prayer minister should follow the prayer of deliverance with praise to God.  As the 
request for deliverance was submitted to God in faith, believe that God responded and 
thank Him for being faithful to His Word.     
 
PERSONAL CARE: 
 
Very important:  the prayer minister must go to The Lord with cleansing prayers for 
themselves immediately following deliverance ministry sessions.  If the prayer minister 
begins to experience anything other than The Lord’s peace, he/she should ask another 
prayer minister to pray for them.  Remember that The Lord is present to fill you with His 
Spirit and strengthen you as you minister. 
 
A SAMPLE CLEANSING PRAYER 
 
“Father, I am Your child.  I have been cleansed and made whole by the blood of Jesus.  I 
am in Christ and have access to all the benefits and provisions of the Blood Covenant.  I 
am under Your Lordship and protection.  I submit to Your love and authority and 
purposes for my life.  
 
Please forgive me for any sin, known or unknown, that would create an opening for the 
enemy.  Please make me aware of any rebellion or resistance I harbor toward You or 
Your word and cleanse me of all unrighteousness.   
 
Please cleanse me from any source of demonic defilement of my spirit, soul, or body.  
Please close all entryways into my spirit, soul, or body.  Please sever all demonic 
attachments, transferences, unhealthy soul ties, burdens, or bondages.  I receive Your 
cleansing power right now in the name of my LORD Jesus.   
 
Father, I have been delivered from the power of darkness and transferred into the 
kingdom of Your dear Son.  Thank You, Father, for legal kingdom authority as Your 
child.  I stand firm and refuse to relinquish my rights or my authority to the enemy!   
 
I declare and decree:  I am submitted to God only.  I command all unclean spirits to flee!  
I reject every lie and every false work made against me, my family, and this 
congregation.  In the name of Jesus, I reject and resist every unclean spirit or power of 
any unclean object or agent sent by the enemy.  In the name of Jesus - I break the 
power of any soulish prayer, ritual, curse, hex, incantation or spell performed or prayed 
against me, my family or anyone that I love.  In the name of Jesus - I resist all powers of 
darkness and in the name of Jesus, I forbid any harassment, intimidation, or retaliation.   
 
In Jesus’ Name I pray and decree.  Amen.” 
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MORE ON MINISTERING TO THOSE WHO ARE DEMONIZED OR OPPRESSED  
 
 
 
There are various kinds of demons and demonic powers: 
 
 
Spirits of infirmity: 
 
These are spirits that can afflict the physical body.  Not every sickness is a case of 
demonic activity.  Just because a person is sick does not mean they are demonized. 
 
Scriptural examples of demonic powers afflicting the body: 
 
Matthew 12:22; 17:15-18; Acts 10:38; 2 Corinthians 12:7; Luke 13:10-17 
 
 
Seducing spirits: 
 
These spirits afflict the spirit of man, seducing him to believe doctrinal lies.  These 
include spirits of false doctrine, cults, false teachers, and false ‘christs’ (1 Timothy 4:1). 
These seducing spirits are deceptive.  They actually ‘work miracles’ which lead some to 
believe they are of God (Revelation 16:14; 2 Thessalonians 2:9-10).  Seducing spirits 
include the "spirit of divination" as mentioned in Acts 16:16. 
 
Such spirits of divination or "familiar spirits" operate in fortune-tellers, witches, and palm, 
crystal ball, and tea-leaf readers.  Through unscriptural methods, the spirits of divination 
claim to foretell the future or discover knowledge that is naturally unknown. 
 
 
Unclean spirits: 
 
These demonic powers afflict the soulish realm of man and are usually of a perverted 
sexual nature.  These demons are responsible for immoral acts, unclean thoughts, 
temptations, and other strategies of Satan used to bind men and women.  
 
Scriptural examples of unclean spirits:  Matthew 10:1, 12:43; and Mark 1:23-26 
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Symptoms of demonic activity: 
 
 
The following may be signs of demonic oppression: 
 
 
1.  Physical binding:  The "daughter of Abraham" who Jesus relieved of a spirit of  
infirmity was bound physically (Luke 13:10-17).  Chronic sickness may be demonic 
oppression. 
 
 
2.  Mental oppression:  Disturbances in the mind or thought-life such as mental 
torment, confusion, doubt, loss of memory, restlessness, inability to reason or listen to 
others, abnormal talkativeness or reserve may be exhibited.   
 

God is able to heal mental problems and illnesses not caused by demonic powers 
as well as bring deliverance in cases that are.  Caution should be taken not to class 
all illnesses or mental problems as being caused by demonic spirits.   

 
 
3.  Emotional problems:  Disturbances in the emotions which persist or recur, including 
resentment, hatred, anger, fear, rejection, self-pity, jealousy, depression, worry, 
insecurity, inferiority, etc. 
 
 
4.  Spiritual problems:  Extreme difficulties in overcoming sin, including sinful habits; 
rejection of spiritual solutions to problems; any type of doctrinal error or deception, 
including bondage to objects and literature of the cults. 
 
 
5.  Circumstances:  Demons can create difficult circumstances that are oppressive.  
Such circumstances usually involve confusion and can be identified as demonic because 
God is not the author of confusion (1 Corinthians 14:33; James 3:16). 
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The following may be signs of being demonized or demonic possession: 
 
 
1.  Indwelling of an unclean spirit:  See Mark 5:2.  This is demonstrated by a basic 
moral uncleanness and filthiness 
 
 
2.  Unusual physical strength:  See Mark 5:3 and Luke 8:29.  A person shows strength 
beyond normal capabilities 
 
 
3.  Fits of rage:  See Mark 9:14-29; Luke 8:26-39. 
 
 
4.  Resistance to spiritual things:  See Mark 6:7; Mark 1:21-28.  In this text, the 
demons knew Jesus immediately and asked Him to leave them alone.  Fear of the name 
of Jesus, prayer, the Word, and blasphemy of that which is spiritual are all symptoms of 
being demonized or demon-possessed.  Excessive blasphemy, contorted physical 
features, and/or abrupt behavior changes may be exhibited. 
 
 
5.  Changes in personality and/or voice:  See Mark 5:9.  A person who is normally shy 
may become aggressive or violent.  One’s actions, voice, or appearance may change.   
 
 
6.  Physical afflictions:  Sickness, physically “wasting away,” etc. 
 
 
7.  Self-Inflicted physical injury:  In Luke 8:26-39, the demon-possessed man cut 
himself with stones to inflict physical injury. 
 
 
8.  Anguish: Luke 8:28 relates that the man went about crying because of the terrible 
inner torments caused by demon possession. 
 
 
9.  Not experiencing a normal living situation:  See Luke 8:27.  The man could not 
live in society, but lived in the tombs of the cemetery. 
 
 
10.  The ability to foretell the future or discover that which is unknown through 
unscriptural methods:  The woman in Acts 16:16 was said to be "possessed" by a 
spirit of divination. 
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The following may also indicate demonic activity: 
 

• Obsessive immorality such as involvement in pornography, adultery, 
fornication, homosexuality, and other sexual sins 

• Strong compulsions toward eating disorders, suicide, self-mutilation, maiming, 
and murder 

• Addiction to drugs or alcohol; trances, visions, and meditation which are not 
focused on or from the one true God 

• Bondage to emotions such as fear, anxiety, depression, hatred, rage, 
jealousy, backbiting, envy, pride, bitterness, negativism, and criticism 
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(Prayer Minister)  Provide follow-up instructions. 
 
The prayer minister should use the following illustration to explain to the recipient the 
importance of and their responsibility in retaining their freedom: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Man is like a house.  A house has windows, doors, and other passages of entry.  When 
you open a door, a window, or another means of entry, something or someone can enter 
the house at will.  The same holds true with a person.  If a person opens a “door” into 
their life, or a “window,” or another entryway, the enemy can legally come into that 
person’s body or mind and establish chaos and destruction in their life. 
 
Man is the keeper of his own house.  The prayer minister should encourage the recipient 
with Ephesians 4:27, do not give place to the devil.  The recipient should be instructed to 
keep the doors and windows of his/her life closed to the enemy.  The enemy is always 
looking for a “way in” so that he may attack.  John 10:10,  “The thief does not come 
except to steal, and to kill, and to destroy.”  The recipient is responsible for opening and 
closing “doors” (entryways).  The enemy cannot influence a person unless he/she 
permits the enemy to enter his “house.”   
 
There are ways a person can protect their “windows and doors.”  The eyes are the 
primary gateway to the soul.  Matthew 6:22 says, “The eye is the lamp of the body. So if 
your eye is unclouded, your whole body will be full of light.”  A person should be careful 
what they put before their eyes.  The prayer minister should encourage the recipient with 
safeguards such as, “Keep the Word of God before you.  Turn from questionable forms 
of entertainment.  Keep your eyes free from anything that does not bring glory to God.” 
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One’s ears are also a gateway, an entryway.  Other reminders for the believer, “Be 
careful to filter what you are listening to, such as negative conversation, unfavorable 
humor, foul language, and certainly anything that speaks against the Word of God, etc.”   
 
Also encourage the recipient to identify whether or not there are people in their life who 
influence them to participate in ungodly activities of any sort.  This creates an entryway 
for the enemy by way of that individual.  If the recipient confesses that they are easily led 
astray by others or are being pressured to sin, encourage them to limit fellowship and 
friendship to believers until they are strong enough to resist influence or coercion.   
 
 
 
QUESTIONS ABOUT DEMONIC POWERS: 
 
 
ARE DEMONS REAL? 
 
The ministry of Jesus demonstrated that demonic spirits are a real force of evil.  Jesus 
testified of the fact that Lucifer is the ruler of a host of demons.  He taught of the reality 
and power of demons.  Read Matthew 12:22-30, Mark 3:22-27, and Luke 11:14-23 for a 
summary of what Jesus taught concerning demons. 
 
A large portion of the ministry of Jesus involved dealing with demonic powers.  It is the 
example of Jesus and the authority of His name that provide the scriptural basis for 
dealing with demonic powers. 
 
Jesus ministered to all who came with demonic problems. (Acts 10:38) 
 
 
WHERE DID DEMONS COME FROM? 
 
Lucifer, an archangel from heaven, also known as Satan, rebelled against God and was 
banished from heaven along with his followers.  These are evil angels or demon spirits. 
 
 
WHAT IS THEIR PURPOSE? 
 
The word "Satan" means "adversary.”  Opposition to God's will is Satan's main objective.  
Demons work under the command of Satan to oppose God, His plans, His purposes, 
and His people.  Demons war against and attack the children of God in order to distract 
them, damage their influence, and deceive them.  Ultimately, Satan and his army want to 
disable and destroy every believer, rendering them useless and unfruitful in Kingdom 
operations.  
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HOW DO THEY OPERATE? 
 
Demons desire control on any level and they use various “tools” to obtain it.  Some of 
those tools include fear, intimidation, oppression, depression, unbelief, and division.  
Demons also promote idolatry, false religions, and they hinder answers to prayer.  
Demons lie, mislead, and can attack a person physically through sickness.   
 
 
CAN CHRISTIANS BE DEMON-POSSESSED? 
 
A believer can be oppressed by demonic forces.  A believer cannot be possessed by a 
demon because possession denotes ownership.  See I Corinthians 6:19-20:  “Or do you 
not know that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost Who is in you, Whom you have 
of God, and you are not your own?  For ye were bought with a price: therefore glorify 
God in your body and in your spirit, which are God's.”  
 
At salvation, Holy Spirit takes ownership of the believer.  The spirit of a believer is filled 
and sealed with the Holy Spirit.  A believer, however, can be demonized, i.e., under the 
influence or control of a demon in their body or mind.  The enemy is relentless against 
God’s children.  Cases may be severe and complex, requiring spiritual discernment and 
warring. 
 
 
HOW DO DEMONS GAIN CONTROL? 
 
Demons gain control in several ways: 
 
The Mind: One of the major arenas of Satan is the human mind.  His tools are 
suggestion and temptation.  If Satan can influence/control one’s thoughts, he will 
eventually control one’s actions.  Lack of mental control eventually results in a lack in 
power to choose between right and wrong.  This leads to sinful actions.  Demons also 
gain access through mind-altering drugs which reduce the ability to resist demons, 
granting them increased access. 
 
Sinful Actions: Sinful thoughts are soon fulfilled by sinful actions.  For example, the 
thought of adultery is fulfilled in the actual act of adultery.  Sin is rebellion, and rebellious 
thoughts and actions provide an entry point for demonic activity. 
 
An unbeliever who lives in sin is open not only to oppression by demonic powers, but 
also possession.  People who belong to Satan have not experienced the new birth and 
are his to use, oppress, or possess. 
 
Desire:  Some people desire and seek to be under the control of demonic powers for the 
purpose of having supernatural power or performing supernatural acts. 
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HOW CAN I DETECT DEMONIC PRESENCE? 
 
The Holy Spirit has provided spiritual wisdom and a spiritual gift for this purpose.  This 
gift is called discerning of spirits (1 Corinthians 12:10).   
 
To discern means, "to discover, evaluate, and make a distinction between.”  The gift of 
discerning of spirits enables a believer to discern the spirits operating in others.  This 
empowerment enables us to discover, evaluate, and identify evil spirits. 
 
Discern.   
 
NT diákrisis. (G1253) judicial estimation, from diakrinō, to decide. 
     To separate thoroughly, i.e., said of those capable of  
     discriminating between good and evil.   
 
Hebrews 5:14    But solid food belongs to those who are of full age, that is, 
those who by reason of use have their senses exercised to discern both good and evil. 
 
1Corinthians 12:7-11  But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to each one for the 
profit of all: for to one is given the word of wisdom through the Spirit, to another the word 
of knowledge through the same Spirit, to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts 
of healings by the same Spirit, to another the working of miracles, to another prophecy, 
to another discerning of spirits, to another different kinds of tongues, to another the 
interpretation of tongues. But one and the same Spirit works all these things, distributing 
to each one individually as He wills. 
 
All believers can and should experience some level of discernment.  It is simply an inner-
knowing that something is ‘not right’ when the demonic is present. 
 
Also, if a believer is not able to rely on the spiritual gift of discernment, he/she can simply 
rely on observation.  In Matthew 15:22, the woman of Canaan came to Jesus with an 
appeal that He cast out an unclean spirit from her daughter.  She said to Him, "My 
daughter is severely demon possessed.”  How did she know this?  She knew it by having 
observed the symptoms seen in her daughter.  Demonic detection is simply observing 
what demonic spirits do to a person (manifestation). 
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KEY VERSES ABOUT DELIVERANCE 
 
Luke 9:37-43  “Now it happened on the next day, when they had come down from the 
mountain, that a great multitude met Him.  Suddenly a man from the multitude cried out, 
saying, “Teacher, I implore You, look on my son, for he is my only child.  And behold, a 
spirit seizes him, and he suddenly cries out; it convulses him so that he foams at the 
mouth; and it departs from him with great difficulty, bruising him.  So I implored Your 
disciples to cast it out, but they could not.”  Then Jesus answered and said, “O faithless 
and perverse generation, how long shall I be with you and bear with you? Bring your son 
here.”  And as he was still coming, the demon threw him down and convulsed him. Then 
Jesus rebuked the unclean spirit, healed the child, and gave him back to his father.  And 
they were all amazed at the majesty of God.” 

 
Matthew 10:1  “And when He had called His twelve disciples to Him, He gave them 
power over unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to heal all kinds of sickness and all 
kinds of disease.” 
 
Matthew 12:43-44  “When the unclean spirit is gone out of a man, he walks through dry 
places seeking rest, and finds none.  Then he says, ‘I will return into my house from 
which I came.’  And when he comes, he finds it empty, swept, and put in order. 
Then goes he, and takes with him seven other spirits more wicked than himself, and they 
enter in and dwell there; and the last state of that man is worse than the first.”  
 
John 10:10  “The thief does not come except to steal, and to kill, and to destroy.  I have 
come that they might have life, and that they may have it more abundantly.” 
 
Mark 16:17  “And these signs shall follow them that believe: In My name they will cast 
out demons; they shall speak with new tongues;” 
 
Luke 10:17-19  “Then the seventy returned with joy, saying, “Lord, even the demons are 
subject to us in Your name.  And He said to them, “I saw Satan fall like lightning from 
heaven.  Behold, I give you the authority to trample on serpents and scorpions, and over 
all the power of the enemy, and nothing shall by any means hurt you.” 
 
Ephesians 6:10-13  “Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the power of His 
might.  Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand against the wiles 
of the devil.  For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, 
against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual 
wickedness in high places.”  
 
Acts 5:16  “Also a multitude gathered from the surrounding cities to Jerusalem, bringing 
sick people and those who were tormented by unclean spirits; and they were all healed.” 
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Acts 8:7  “For unclean spirits, crying with a loud voice, came out of many that were 
possessed; and many who were paralyzed and lame were healed.” 
  
I Timothy 4:1  “Now the Spirit expressly says that in the latter times some will depart 
from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils.” 
 
James 4:7  “Submit yourselves therefore to God.  Resist the devil, and he will flee from 
you.” 
 
Romans 8:37-38  “Yet in all these things we are more than conquerors through Him who 
loved us.  For I am persuaded that neither death nor life, nor angels nor principalities nor 
powers, nor things present nor things to come, nor height nor depth, nor any other 
created thing, shall be able to separate us from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus 
our Lord.” 
 
Colossians 2:15 “Having disarmed principalities and powers, He made a public 
spectacle of them, triumphing over them in it.” 
 

Ephesians 1:18-23   “…that you may know what is the hope of His calling, what are the 
riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints, and what is the exceeding greatness 
of His power toward us who believe, according to the working of His mighty power which 
He worked in Christ when He raised Him from the dead and seated Him at His right hand 
in the heavenly places, far above all principality and power and might and dominion, and 
every name that is named, not only in this age but also in that which is to come.  And He 
put all things under His feet, and gave Him to be head over all things to the church, 
which is His body, the fullness of Him who fills all in all.” 
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Now may the God of peace who brought up our Lord Jesus from the dead, 

that great Shepherd of the sheep, 

through the blood of the everlasting covenant, 

make you complete in every good work to do His will, 

working in you what is well pleasing in His sight, 

through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

Hebrews 13:20-21 

                                              


